Thisthesis examines the rhetoric of East German domestic and foreign palitics
and how the issue of race and racism was handled. It covers the time period from
the early 1950s through the 1960s, while contextudizing East German politics
with German palitics of the Weimar and Nazi eras. Accounts of racism towards
Jews, Savs and groups from Africa, Latin America and South East Asaare
examined. The thes's attempts to show that in the saf-proclaimed anti-racist state
of the German Democratic Republic (GDR), racism marked both domestic and
foreign politics and greetly influenced the Cold War palitics of East Germany.
The racism that was tolerated and promoted in the early period of the GDR il
influences Germany today.
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I ntroduction
Racism and East Ger man Domestic and Foreign Policy

Aneita Kahane was a young Jewish woman born in 1954 who experienced
many of the injudices of the totditarian dictatorship in the German Democratic
Republic (GDR). She was discriminated againgt as a Jew and was forced to
discriminate againg foreigners. In her memoir Ich sehe was, was du nicht siehst (|
see what you don’'t see), Kahane recounts the fear and misunderstanding of GDR
citizens towards foreigners on account of the East German policy that kept
Germans and foreigners drictly controlled and separate. The result was racism in
a country that clamed to be anti-racist. She aso witnessed the extensiveness of
the ruling paty’'s, the Socidis Unity Paty’'s (SED), ideology and law and its
goplication outside the GDR. After college she worked for the East German
government as a trandator on the idand of Seo Tome in Africa in the late 1970s
and recounts in her memoir,

The GDR foreign sarvice had implemented a drict ban againg

contact with foreigners. At the firg indructiond sesson with the

Attaché | asked who he consdered to be foreigners. He was

adonished a my quesion. Naurdly dl nonGDR citizens were

meant. The Sao Tomoners as wdl? Yes, of course, he said, and the

Soviets, Cubans and al others aswell.*

Why were GDR citizens authoritetively segregated from foreigners? As Kahane
reveds in her account, this segregation was one result of communist ideology, the

nationd and internationd politicd dtuation during the Cold War and the SED’s

fear of losng power. Racism, fostered by this segregation, developed as a result

! AnettaKahane, Ich sehe was, was du nicht siehst (Berlin: Rowohlt Verlag, 2004), 90. Note: All
quotations originally in German have been translated by the author.



of both domesic and foreign policies, which were formulated from the same
ideology.

This intertwined rdationship between naiond and foreign politics was
evident in both camps during the Cold Wa. May Dudziak and Thomas
Borsgdmann have explored this redionship in the United States and have
reveded the important effects that American domestic policy had on foreign
policy during the Cold War. Thar dudies show that the communist camp was
able to use American race reaions as evidence for the hypocrisy of U.S. foreign
policy. The promotion of freedom and democracy abroad contradicted the United
Saes domedtic politics of segregation and  discrimination.  Yet, smilar
contradictions accompanied communist dictatorships.

After World War [l, the German Democratic Republic (GDR) tried to
create a new image for itsef, completely separate from its Nazi past. It promoted
a grong rhetoric of anti-racism both at home and abroad in an attempt to show
that no traces of fascism from the Third Reich exised in the GDR, which could
endanger the democratic and peaceful development of the country. Anti-racism
was a tactic through which the SED attempted to legitimize the GDR and
establish power on both the nationd and internationd levels. However, a study of
GDR ideology and rhetoric for both its nationa and foreign politics reveds that
racism was tolerated and in some instances promoted by the government. The
SED’s anti-racist ideology was never applied. Problems stemming from racism or

xenophobia had to be ignored by the East German dictatorship because it clamed



that these problems did not exis and as a result, the SED smply enforced the
separation of Germans from foreigners.

In exploring the reationship between nationd and foregn policy in the
GDR, this study focuses on the period between 1950 and the early 1970s. It is the
period directly following the establishment of the GDR in 1949 to the beginning
of Cold War detent¢’ in the early 1970s. During this period, the GDR was
grongly controlled by its big brother, the Soviet Union, and its legitimacy was
threastened by its German neighbor, the Federd Republic of Germany (FRG). For
the firs twenty years of their exisence there was no mutua recognition between
the two German dates. The GDR used dtrong rhetoric to substantiate and justify
its clam to being the true German state and to being separate and superior to both
the Germany of the Third Reich and that of the FRG. It had to counteract the
West German condtitution, which denied the existence of a separate East German
government by recognizing both East and West Germans as citizens of the FRG.

While concentrating on securing its legitimacy, the GDR became a ddic
point amidst the changing and developing scene of the Cold War. The 1950s and
1960s saw rapid palitica change: the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the building
of the Berlin Wdl in 1961, the Cuban Missle Criss of 1962, Prague Spring of
1968 and the development of aomic wegpons. However, the SED’s politics
sayed consstent and revolved around a set ideology. This ideology clamed that
the FRG and United States were enemies and that the GDR was a perfect

communis and anti-racis date. Internationd  solidarity with other  communist

2 Cold War Detente refers to the general reduction of political tension between the United States
and the Soviet Union during the early 1970s through the start of the 1980s.



countries and newly independent socidist dates was criticd as wdl. Until Willy
Brandt, the Chancelor of West Germany from 1969 to 1974, dsarted his
Ogpolitik, which resulted in mutud recognition between the two German dates,
domestic and foreign political ideology <Stayed consgent. This program was
dedicated to developing recognition and friendship with East Germany and
marked the easing of tenson between the East and the West. It dso marked a
change in the nature of SED polices to included reform and more flexibility
regarding foreigners.

The sudy of the GDR and the reaionship between its domegtic and
foreign policies during this era has been given very little atention in the past. The
gudy of raciam in relation to these policies has received even less attention. With
the reunification of Germany in 1990, there was a surge of dudies regarding
racism in both East and West Germany and the development of neo-Nazi groups,
which were greatly dffecting the socid and politicd amosphere of German
society. However, materid concerning racism in East Germany before the 1980s
is very limited; more atention has been given to the reunification period, rather
than the early dictatorship of the GDR. As a result, the resources that are used in
this study hold particular Significance to the conclusions that | reach.®

The information that was released by the dictatorship in the GDR was
completely censored and therefore unreliable. Publications of datistics and even
memoirs were censored and often do not reved the underlying problems that were

present in GDR society. Therefore, in my andyss of maerids, especidly

3 See: Jonathan R. Zatlin, Race and Economy in Soviet-Style Regime; Schwar z-Weisse Zeiten;
Anetta Kahane, Ich sehe was, was du nicht siehst.; Hans-Joachin Doering, ,, Es geht um unsere
Existenz“...; Eva-Mario Elsner, Auslaender politik und Auslanderfeindschaft.
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newspaper and radio reports, | look both at the information that was released and
what was left unsad. | try to question the obvious and understand the not so
obvious, thereby uncovering usgful evidence in unrdidble sources. Anayzing
trends and main themes in published materid reveds the nature of the totaitarian
regime and the rdationship between its nationd and foreign policy. In addition to
newspaper and radio reports, | dso use interviews and memoirs published in the
1990s, which recount people's persond experiences with foreigners and racism in
the GDR. This case dudy of raciam in an officdly anti-racist state uncovers the
gmilar ideologies of SED nationa and foreign politics and how they were
interdependent. Many of the interviews used cover experiences from the 1980s,
because much more has been recorded about the 1980s than the earlier years. The
experiences from the 1980s, however, tedify to smilarities in accounts of racism
with earlier reports and are thus important in order to supplement the previous
materid and provide a fuller picture. It is important here to note that many of the
texts used ae origindly in German, but | trandated the quotations for the
convenience of the reader.

Wha is meant by race and racism in this study is key to undersanding its
role in the GDR. Racism is a “system of advantage based on race™ It is a socid
construct based on prgjudice against a certain group of people, defined as a race,
and provides specific privileges. These privileges can be anything from politica
power to individua socid datus. Racism is dso a bdief tha people are

fundamentaly different and unequa. The concept of race is at the root d raciam

“ Beverly Daniel Tatum, “ Why are all the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?” and
other Conversations about Race (New Y ork: Basic Books, 1997), 7.
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and gives racisn a certtain dructure. Hidoricaly, race has been seen as a
biologica categorization of people based on certain physcd characterigtics.
People today, like therr predecessors, “have conflated severd distinct physicd
featuress skin color, har type, various facid featuress to create a system of
absolute racid identities: white, black, yellow, red and sometimes brown.”® Recid
categories have often changed based on the politicd dtuation of the times.
Today's modern understanding is that race and racism are socidly defined
congtructs ridden with prgudice and the belief in the inequality of peoples.

The congtructs of race and racism have been used on a state and persona
level in order to ensure certain privileges. In German poalitics and literature of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, people of Savic origin, especidly Poles,
were often congdered an inferior race. They had smilar physca characteristics
to Germans, yet the greater poverty of Eastern Europe and the different work ethic
of Eastern Europeans were explained as biologica defects of the inferior Savic
race. The Nazis took this racism much further and tried to eiminate al races that
it believed endangered the progress of the German race. In a sense, once a people
is threastened by characteristics of another people, racism is used as an excuse to
discriminate againg potentidly dangerous people from which a person or group
of people wants to protect itself. This tactic was conscioudy and subconsciously
used by the East German government during the Cold War for its own security in
both national and foreign politics. These examples have been of date preudice,

but racism plays an important role in the private spohere as wdl. There is a

® Thomas Borstelmann, The Cold War and the Color Line (Cambridge: Harvard University Press),
7.
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difference between date raciam, which can be officidly controlled, and privae
pregudice, over which the government has little influence. Unlike the Nazi regime,
the East German government was not officadly racid, yet it tolerated certan
gtuations and implemented laws that promoted racism at the private level.

The following three chepters attempt to uncover the reationship between
nationd and foreign politics under the GDR dictatorship, by shedding light on the
nature of the dictatorship and the role that racism played in its domestic and
foreign policies. The firs chapter explains the development of politics and racism
in Gemany from the Enlightenment to the establishment of the GDR. It shows
how issues of racism have been present in modern German history, especidly
concerning certan groups such as the Poles. Different governments, from
Bismarck to Hitler to the SED, took differing stances regarding racism and
nationdism in order to accomplish their politicd goas Bismarck used race to
define German nationdism, which was an important factor in the unification of
German kingdoms in the ningteenth century. Hitler used racism and nationdism
as the basis of his palitics in order to judtify genocide and davery. The GDR used
a drict policy of anti-raciam to differentiate itsdf from the Nazis and Western
democracies, while ill tolerating and even encouraging racism  and
discrimination when it was politicaly beneficid, or when it did not endanger the
legitimecy of SED palitics This role of racism bound SED nationd and foreign
paliticsin an interdependent and dtatic relationship.

The second chapter explains the prominence of racism in GDR society and

how racism was encouraged by anti-racist SED rhetoric. It concentrates on the
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gpecific groups of people that experienced racism in the GDR: Savs (especidly
Poles), Jaws and others of non-European origin, such as Chileans, Africans and
Vietnamese. Slavs and nontEuropeans were brought into Germany for two
reesons, which were judified under the blanket ideology of internationa
solidarity- as workers or dudents. Thelr experiences, however, were not
conagent with SED ideology and reved the complexity of problems that were
never dedt with in the GDR. Anti-Semitism in the GDR reveds the same problem
and shows how racist sentiment was expressed not only againgt foreigners, but
aso againg fellow Germans.

The last chapter makes a comparison with America during the civil rights
era and how the GDR used contradictions in American poalitics as evidence for the
legtimacy of its ideology. The SED accused the U.S. of racism and used the
hypocrisy of American politics as proof of the superiority of communism. This
andyss shows the datic nature of SED rhetoric, which reflects the nature of its
politics. SED rhetoric regarding its enemy the United States, like its ideology and
policies, did not change as the Stuation in the United States changed. This chapter
dso reveds the important role that racism played in defining the Cold War
politics of both camps.

Borgemann and Dudziak’s fidd of study, which focuses on U.S. nationd
and foreign politics, adds depth to the understanding of Cold War politics and
how the two camps interacted to secure their naiond interests. My study comes
from ancther angle- from the communist perspective. It shows how communist

foreagn polices were driven by socd crcumstances & home and how
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international conditions shgped domedtic policies. My dudy adso sheds light on
gpecific problems in the GDR that are the root of contemporary problems in
Germany. The increesng drength of neo-Nazi groups among young East
Germans can be linked to the history of racism in the region. My thess dso adds
a new pespective to the sudy of Cold War rdations and reveds smilarities
between the two camps. The bond between national and foreign policies affected
not only the legitimacy of democraic countries but dso the politics of

dictatorships.
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Chapter |
The Political and | deological Development of the GDR

The German Democratic Republic cdlamed to be a new German dtate, free
from problems of racism and cepitdism. The SED was srongly committed to
anti-racism in both its nationa and foreign politica rhetoric, in order to separae
itsedf from the Nazis and the West and to mantain an honorable ideology that
could be used to defend its policies. However, the SED’s politicd and ideologica
development became hypocriticd. The development of the SED led to a
dictatorid rule that supported discrimination, intolerance and ultimatey, racism.
Discrimination againgt Jews, Savs and what were termed ‘others, or nor:
Germans, was present in the GDR, even if the government officidly damed that
racism did not exis. The presence of racism marks continuities, yet aso great
differences, between the GDR and previous German governments. Each German
government, from Bismarck to Hitler to the SED, created different nationd and
foreign policies surrounding the issues of race and nationdism, yet racism was
present under al three regimes and bound German domestic and foreign politics
together. This chapter traces the devdopment of racism in Germany from
Bismarck to the SED. It dso attempts to show differences and continuities in the
regimes and how raciam connected nationd and foreign politics under these three

governments.

1.1 From Bismarck to Hitler

The project of politicd modernization in Germany was linked to the

devdopment of German nationdism and the German ndionstate. The modern
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condruct of the German naion was greatly influenced by enlightenment theories
on race. Moden Germany, therefore, was maked not only by politicd
developments towards unification, but adso by naiondist theories that asserted the
superiority of the German race. Before the unification efforts of Otto von
Bismarck, the firs Chancdlor of the German Empire in 1871°, the Germanic
kingdoms were individudly governed dates, with separate didects and cultures.
In the 18" century, German enlightenment thinkers caled for the development of
a common culture and nation, which initiated the druggle for a nationa identity.
Agpirdions for a nationd revivd sorang from the hope of reganing a mythica
political unity that German folklore recounted. One of the most popular medieva
myths was that of the ‘Emperor Barbarossa” who had conquered and unified
Geaman lands. The devdopment of a German culturd nation aso sprang from
German literary traditions, with writers such as Georg Gottfried Gervinus and
Friedrich Schiller as spokesmen for a German nation. Attempts at politica unity,
such as the faled revolution of 1848 which doomed Prussan and Audtrian efforts
to creste a common nation-date, drove a focused movement for the crestion of

culturd unity. The founding of the German Empire in 1871 under Bismarck

® Bismarck became the prime minister of Prussia, one of the largest German kingdoms, in 1863.
He was successful in creating the North German Alliance, an alliance between Prussia and 17
northern German states in 1866. Bismarck’s victory in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870 enabled
the union of the Kingdoms of Bavaria, Wirtenburg, Baden and Hessen with the North German
Alliance, a union that created the German Empire in 1870. King William | of Prussia was
proclaimed German Emperor, with Bismarck as his Chancellor.
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marked the unity of German culture and nationd identity, with the excduson of
Austria

The formation of a nationd identity was one of the mogt influentid
characteridtics of the new German Empire. This nationd identity was rooted in
the development of patriotism with the rewriting of a patriotic verson of higtory,
the credtion of naiond holidays, displays of military parades and patriotic
speeches® This new German nationdism maintained that the German nation was
a raciad condruct ingtead of a cultural one. Nationalism was based on the idea that
Germans belonged to one race, which contained certain linguigic and culturd
traditions. Fedings of nationd pride developed dong with the concept that
Germans should maintain the purity and drength of ther nation. This combinaion
of race and patriotism reflected popular intelectud thought of the day that
combined nationalism, racism and science.

The combination of race and science came out of the Enlightenment’s
radica attempt to define man's place in nature. Scientific endeavors focused on
this god and in combinaion with rdigious concerns, developed the theory that
the ‘inner man’ could be read through outward appearance. Therefore, the way
different people looked was understood to be characteristic of therr persona
qudities® Good people looked a certain way and therefore, good races had

paticular physca features. Characterizing nations became related to categorizing

" Konrad H. Jarausch and others, , The Presence of the Past: Culture, Opinion, and Identity in
Germany,” in After Unity: Reconfiguring German I dentities, ed. Konrad H. Jarausch (Providence:
Berghahn Books, 1997), 28-33.

8 Konrad H. Jarausch and others, , The Presence of the Past, 36.

° George Mosse, Toward the Final Solution: A History of European Racism (New Y ork: Howard
Fertig, Inc., 1978), 3-5.
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physca trats. Chales Dawin's® scentific discoveries of evolution greatly
influenced racid theorists, who developed the theory of Sociad Dawinism. This
theory was based on an andyss of the socid and politicd behavior of various
peoples and of their respective ecologica conditions. It clamed that certain races
evolved in a superior manner to others, based on characteristics of naturd
fitness!! Characteristics were associated with various groups of people and
through a combination of peoples higtories, cultures and physical appearances,
intelectuas generated the concept of racid biology. Socid theorists attempt to
prove Germanic racid superiority usng the theory of Socid Dawinism. The
work of Johann Friedrich Blumenbacht? and later that of Houston Steward
Chamberlain (1855-1927) and Alfred Ploetz (1860-1940) was used to congtruct
evidence for the superiority of the German race, which later formed the bass of
Nazi ideology.?

Elements other than physica characterigtics were aso used to identify race
in order to diginguish and rank groups of people. During the nineteenth century,
language became one of the principle identifying factors for race. The German
writer and philosopher Herder was indrumenta in awekening a ndiond

consciousness in Germany when he identified the German language as the mogt

10 Charles Darwin (1809-1882) was a British naturalist whose theory on the occurrence of

evolution through national selection has become the central explanation for biology today. One of
his most famous works isOn the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection (1857).

! Hans-Joachim Bieber , Anti-Semitism as a Reflection of Social, Economic and Political

Tensionin Germany: 1880-1933,“ in: Jews and Germans from 1860-1933- The Problematic

%/mbi osis,, (ed) David Bronsen (Heidelberg: Carl Winter Universitétsverlag, 1979), 42.

12 Johann Friedrich Blumenback’s (1754-1840) craniometrical research led to histheory that the
human species was divided into five races, to which he also assigned psychological characteristics.
Thistheory was later used to assert the superiority of the Germanic race, which possessed superior
physical and psychological traits.

13 George L. Mosse, Toward the Final Solution, 80.
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direct descendent of the perfect Greek language. Therefore, the German language
was superior to others. In the 1850's Heinrich Riehl proposed that customs, rather
than language, were the integrative force of a race and coined the term
Heimatkunde (locd homeand history).** This history bound a race together and
proved its worth. With Riehl and Herder's clams as evidence, certain intellectuas
of the time deemed the German race the purest. Tecitus Germania, written in
A.D. 98, was used as proof that from the beginning, ancient Germans had kept
themsdves pure and had not mixed with other tribes. Jews were consdered
another race, and therefore, pure Germans were not Jewish. Some theories aso
viewed the pure German race as being free of Savic blood. Out of these recid
theories came the unification of such terms as race, nation and Volk (a people).
Racid purity became a new ided and the theory of racid hierarchy was
popularized.

The concept of ensuring the purity of a race from degeneration by impure
peoples became important in the late nineteenth century and was popularized by
Max Nordau.™® Eugenics was seen by some people as an essentid practice on
behaf of a superior race to diminate the unfit and keep the race pure. During the
nineteenth century Jews were consdered one of the impure factors of society
because they were thought to be habitua criminds. Africans were another impure
race. It is important to note here that the development of racism and eugenics was
by no means confined to Germans. The French were just as concerned with the

purity of their race as the Germans were. Not all Germans or French were bigoted,

14 George L. Mosse Toward the Final Solution, 36-47.
15 Max Nordau (1849-1923) was a Hungarian and a Zionist leader. He was asocial critic who
wrote many controversial books, including Degeneration (1892).
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but the radicd nature of racist theories and practices made them prominent
features of political and societd public rhetoric of the time,

The rise of racial condructs and thar implementaion in explaning the
dructure of society, combined with the politicd and economic Stuations of the
later ningteenth and early twentieth centuries, resulted in politicaly supported
racism. With the revolution of 1848 and the emancipation of Jews in Germany in
1869, the presence and vighility of Jews in politics and public life incressed. A
new group of Jews, which had wegk links to the traditiond Jewish community,
focused on modernization and supported the new Reich. They became leaders of
the indudtrid revolution in Germany and of the Socid Democratic Party. Eduard
Lasker and Ludwig Bamberger, who were parliamentary leaders of the Nationd
Liberds, Max Hirsch, who was the co-founder of the Libera Trade Union, and
Leopold Sonnemann, who was the editor of the Frankfurter Zeitung, are examples
of prominent Jews in nineteenth century Germany who were part of this modern
Jewish community. Ultimatdy, this new presence further hurt the pogtion of Jews
in Germany.

The bte 1870s saw a deep economic depression, for which many Germans
blamed the Jews. Jews who were more successful than felow non-Jewish German
professonds became the targets of jedousy and hatred. By the 1880s, new
rightwing conservative groups that supported anti-Semitism, such as the
Conservative Party, the League of German Farmers and the Nationa Liberd and
Center Party, were decidedly anti-Semitic. Anti-Semitisn was dso used by

nationdigic associaions, like the PantrGerman League, the amy, the navy and
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colonid clubs, to incite political agitation. Between 1886 to 1889, there were no
unbaptized Jewish members of the Prussan Assembly and from 1893 to 1912
there were no Jews in the Reichstag (Paliament) other than a few Socid
Democrats. The date grew more reluctant to prosecute libels of anti-Semitic
agitators. A rise in discusson among the Jewish community as to their pogdtion in
poliics and society led many nonJewish Germans to connect Jews with
revolution and radicaism. The combinaion of biologicd and socid theories,
adong with the politicd and economic dStuation, led to intense anti-Semitism and
the increasing beief that Jews were not a part of the German race and therefore
should be kept on the rim of society. '

This racig ideology attacked not only Jews, but adl non-Germans. The
German bourgeoise, who had grown in power as a result of the indusrid
revolution and who had great influence in defining the concept of a ‘German,
used this theory of superiority againg their trading partners in the East- the Savs.
The work of Max and Engds'’ exemplifies this ant-Sav chawinisn. They
identified the Savs as another group of people over whom the German nation was
superior. The Ogmarkverein was founded in 1894 to Germanize the provinces

added to Prussia through the Polish partition. Max Weber'® claimed, “It was we

16 Peter Pulzer, ,Jewish Participation in Wilhelmine Politics* in: Jews and Germans from 1860-
1933- The Problematic Symbiosis. (ed) David Bronsen (Heidelberg: Carl Winter
Universitétsverlag, 1979), 80-85.

17 Karl Marx (1818-1883) and Friedrich Engles (1820-1895) were political philosophers who co-
authored The Communist Manifest (1848), which became the basis for the communist political
movement.

18 Max Weber (1864-1920) was a German political economist and sociologist. His works deal with
the rationalization of religion and government, but he also wrote about economics.
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who humanized the Poles™® In his essay The National State and Economic
Policy (1895), Weber attempted to explain exactly why Germans were superior in
every way to the Savs n the East by looking a the economic Stuation of the two
groups.

Ore is immediately tempted to believe that there is a difference in

the two ndiondities, sgemming from racid qudities of a physcd

and psychic nature, in the ability to adapt to different economic and

socid conditions. This is, in fact, the bads of the difference]...]

Both processes, however- emigration here, population growth there-

are in the find andyss to be traced to one and the same cause the

lower gandard of living [...] which the Savic race demands by its

very nature.?°

At the tun of the century, there were over a million foregners in
Germany, 60 percent of whom were from Eagtern Europe. This large number of
foreigners, coupled with the economic and political tendons of the time, incited
racism from Germans who blamed foreigners for ther problems. These tensons
indigated the adoption of the Geman ctizenship law of 1913. The law
diginguished dcitizenship from reddence, defining dtizenry on the bads of
descent, or ius sanguini.?* This construction of German identity, which excluded
‘others’, or non-Germans such as Savs and Jews, had significant influence on the
palitics of the Third Reich and future developments in German identity.

Imperidism was another result of the socid and political theories of the

time. Socid Dawinism was used to judify imperidism as a necessty in proving

19 JH Brinks, Children of a New Fatherland: Germany's Post-War Right-Wing Politics (London:
|.B. Tauris Publishers, 2000), 85.

20 MaxWeber, , The National State and Economic Policy,* in: Nineteenth-Century Europe:
Liberalism and its Critics, (ed.) Jan Goldstein and John W. Boyer (Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1988), 442, 444.

21 Jeffery Peck and others, “ Natives, Strangers and Foreigners: Constituting Germans by
Constructing Others,” in After Unity: Reconfiguring German ldentities, ed. Konrad H. Jarausch
(Providence: Berghahn Books, 1997), 67.
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the ‘fitness of the nation and gave the Reich a misson to become a globa rather
than merdy a continental power. The German flag flew in the Pacific over the
Marshdl Idands and the Bismarck Archipelago and over Kiaochow off the coast
of China In Africa the Cameroons, Togoland, German Southwest Africa (now
Namibid) and German East Africa (now Tanzania) were controlled by the Reich.
These lands, however, were of little Strategic and economic vaue and illudtrate
Germany’'s desre for symbols of nationd strength.?? The theory of Germanic
racia superiority aso supported the imperidist misson, as conquered peoples
were used as <cientific evidence for a racid hierarcchy. Volkerschauen
(exhibitions of peoples) were set up in Germany to exemplify this theory of Socid
Dawinism. A prime example was the German Colonid Expostion of 1896,
which exhibited Africans and Pecific Idanders. Viewers were encouraged to
regard their colonia counterparts as idedized ‘primitive verdons of ther former
sdves?® This idea of racid purity and superiority was an important dement of the
first German gate and impacted the formation of both nationa and foreign palicy.

1910 to the 1920s was an era of revolution throughout Europe, especidly
in Eastern Europe, during which anti-Semitism increased. During World War | a
large number of Jews joined the military, with the hope of proving ther loydty to
Germany and their worth in German society. Ther efforts went unrecognized by
many Germans. Many middle class Germans blamed the Jews for the defeat in

World War 11 and the verdict of Versdlles. They dso blamed the Jews for the

22 Dietrich Orlow, A History of Modern Germany 1987 to Present ( New Jersey: Pearson
Education, Inc., 2002), 72-76.
2 Jeffery Peck, “ Natives, Strangers and Foreigners,” 68-69.
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egditarian tendencies of the new Weimar democratic system,®* which they were
partticularly unhappy about because many Jews had been the authors and
proponents of the Republic. In addition, a rise of inflation after World War | led
to further attacks on Jews, who were accused of causing economic problems?®
The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, which was based on the socidist ideology of
Marxism, increased the vighility of Jews in Eagern Europe many Jews
paticipated in the revolution because it promised them equdity. Racist groups
used the increased activity of Jews in German society to judify ther raciam,
which supported the birth of a radicdized right wing. The German Workers Party,
a wdl as other politicd organizations such as the Peopleés Defense and
Offensve League, were founded upon racist ideology and worked against new
revolutionary politics. After 1920, the Socidist Paty of Germany, which was
largely supported by German Jews, was excluded from the Weimar government.?®
Counter movements of the Bolshevik Revolution, troubles caused by the globa
economic depresson and nationa frudtration were some of the primary causes for
the devdopment of the Nationd Socidis (Nazi) paty and its ideology of
protecting and promoting a pure German race.

The Nazi party succeeded by daming to be a culmination of dl prior
nationdigic dreams- a dam that promised German reviva following the faled

democratic Weimar Republic and the protection of the German race from

24 The Weimar Republic, which existed from 1919-1933, was a constitutional democracy created
after the abolition of the German monarchy following WWI. Despite its political form, the
republic still called itself
the German Empire.
22 Hans-Joachim Bieber, , Anti-Semitism as areflection of Social,” 51-55.

Ibid., 56.
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degeneration. “The Nazis were the inheritors and beneficiaries of degp and ill-
hidden drans of anti-Semitism, anti-modernism  and  anti-parlimentarism  in
German society.”?’ The regime was maked by radicdism and brutdity and
judtified extreme racism. Severe human rights violaions and genocide took place
as a result of this racism, which changed the world's attitude towards racism after
the Holocaust. After the Holocaust racism meant not only a movement that
believed in the inherent racid differences of people, but it became a taboo
accompanied by the stigma of genocide that had been committed in its name.

The Nazis clamed that the eradication of dl ‘others in Germany was
necessary for keeping the German race pure. The Nazi Party paramilitary groups,
notably the Storm troopers or the SA, put up racist poders, terrorized regime
opponents and innocent bystanders and effectively implemented the bruta racist
policies of the Party. The Nazi message was dways the same: Germany’s politica
and economic problems were caused by Jews and Marxists and the only solution
was the dimination from power of these culprits In order to fulfill this god,
Hitler crested a totditarian regime tha edablished an increasingly efficient
syem of dae-gponsored teror and infused al politicd and non-politica
activitieswith Nazi vaues and idess.

Hitler's plan to edtablish racid dominance included the éimination of the
Jaws and any others who could taint the superiority of the German race. The Nazi
support of eugenics and euthanasa was based upon the propostion that

degeneration, as exemplified by habitud crimindity or insanity, was dructurd

27 Dietrich Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, 171.
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and find. Criminds included Jews, dong with ‘others’ or the nonGerman
groups of the Wilhelminan era. Disabled people and politicd dissdents were aso
categorized as un-German and therefore fit for remova.?® Steps towards
implementing eugenics came early. In 1933 the Nazi paty ingated a compulsory
derilization law for the prevention of hereditary diseases. Courts were ordered to
decide the hereditary hedth of people and in certain instances to decree
serilization.?® This law was one of the means for ensuring raciad purity. In 1935
the Nuremburg Laws were passed, which gripped Jews of German citizenship
and denied them govenment employment, thereby making them officid
outsgders. On November 9, 1938 a pogrom was incited against Jewish businesses
which became known as Kristalnacht (Night of Broken Glass). A euthanasia act
was passed in 1939 dong with further acts passed, which increased the separation
of and brutdity towards Jews and other non-Germans. By 1941, Jews were
transferred to specid ghettoes and forced to wear a yellow dar in order to
diginguish them from Gemans. Any peson who had any amount of Jewish
blood from the past three generations was considered a Jew, or a Mischlung
(mixed-breed), and a threat. Findly, in 1942 a the Wannsee Conference outside
Berlin, the plan for the find solution of the Jewish and degenerate question was
exposed. From then on, more than 6 million Jews, homosexuds, Savs and others
were sysematicdly murdered and more than 10 million were forced into labor

camps.*°

28 George Mosse, Toward the Final Solution, 84.
29 George Mosse, Toward the Final Solution, 81.
30 Dietrich Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, 175-188.
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Imperidism was an extremey important tectic for Hitler. Hitler believed
that the German nation needed room to expand and to increase its “living space”
He identified esstward expanson as essentid for the growth of the German nation
and linked this expanson with the dimination of Jews, many of whom lived in
Easern Europe3! Overtaking and Germanizing other countries meant the
gradication of non-Geman influences and inferior races. In support of this
German expanson, dave labor was used to build up Germany’s industrid and
military capacity. ‘Others’ mainly Jews and foreigners, were used for this dave
labor and by 1944 millions of foreign workers, mainly Poles, were brought into
Gemany to build infrastructure for the Reich.3? This reinforced the recid
hierarchy that was an important aspect of Nazi German naiondism. Western
Europeans were a the top of humanity, Poles and Russians were near the bottom
and Jews were a the very bottom.

This is a very smplified verson of a complicated dictatorship, but whet is
important here is the link between nationd and foreign politics and how raciam
and naiondism were used to judify German policies. The concept of German
racid superiority was trandated into nationalism, which excluded certain groups
from the German nation by defining them as a threat to German society. This
concept emerged from the Enlightenment through the Wilhdminian period and
was further modified to support Hitler's acts of genocide. Racism in domestic
politics, which dlowed for anti-Semitiam, dtizenship laws, eugenics and findly

the Holocaudt, was inherently connected with German foreign politics. Imperidist

31 George Mosse, Toward the Final Solution, 204.
32 Jeffrey Peck, “ Natives, Strangers and Foreigners,” 72.
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exploitation of foreign peoples were direct results of the ideologica link between
German domegtic and foreign politics and racism. Racist ideology carried through
al the layers of German poalitics and was dso present in the German Democratic

Republic.

1.2 The Formation of the GDR

The post-World War 11 gruggle to creste a nationd and political identity
in Germany included wrestling not only with the recent Nazi padt, but dso with
the falure of Germany’s fird democracy and the legacy of Bismarck’'s German
empire. The Allies the United Sates, Great Britain, the USSR and France- were
determined to redructure Germany in a way that would prevent Germany from
becoming another dangerous military power. The Potsdam Agreement of August
2, 1945 trandferred chief authority in Germany to the four occupation forces, the
Allies, and divided Germany into sectors to be administered by the dlies. Laws
were made that outlawed National Socidism and Nazi rhetoric. The Agreement
dso dated the importance of developing democratic ideals and introducing an
eected and representative government in Germany. The Soviet sector, which
became the German Democratic Republic, became the exception to democracy in
Germany.

During this post-war era politica tensons between the United States and
the Soviet Union developed into a cold war due to conflicting politics regarding

military power, globd influence and the deveopment of cetan dates in
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particular Germany. Both super-powers wanted a united Germany on its own
terms, which created a struggle between the nodds of a liberd, plurd democratic
date and a communis, one-paty socidis dSate. This sruggle maked a
confrontation between Sovietization and Americanization as competing strands of
German political identity. In the Soviet occupation zone, Sovietizetion meant the
trandfer and adoption of Soviet ideology in the form of Stainiam. Land reform, a
planned economy, the transformation of the State apparatus to the totditarian
Soviet system, the abalition of a bourgeois form of judice and the ingdlation of
anti-fascit-democratic  school sysems were implemented quickly by the
Soviets®® This Sovietization linked East German politics directly to the Soviet
Union for the next 40 years.

In light of recent Nazi history, East German politics became defined by the
need to diginguish East Germany from the Nazi regime. Officid daus was
granted to the Communist Party (KPD), headed by Walter Ulbricht,** which was
recognized as the antithetical party to Nationa Socidism. On March 10, 1945 the
heed of the Sovigd militay adminigraion in Gemany, Generd Chuikov,
transferred authority to the provisona government in the Soviet sector®® This
was more a public gesture of trust on the part of the Soviet Union than an actud
power transfer. Significant power was ill held by the Soviets, but this did mark

the onsst of East German politics The German Communist Paty (KPD)

33 Michael Lemke, “Foreign Influences on the dictatorial development of the GDR 1949-1955,” in
Dictatorship as Experience: Towards a Socio-Cultural History of the GDR, ed. Konrad H.
Jarausch (New Y ork: Berghahn Books, 1999), 94-95.

34 Walter Ulbricht (1893-1973) was a founding member of the Communist Party of Germany in
1919 and was the First Secretary of the Socialist Unity Party from 1950-1971.

35 JH. Brinks, Children of a new fatherland, 4.
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presented itself as a reformed, broadly based worker’s party. The German Socia
Democratic Party (SPD) was founded four days after the KPD, with a platform
based on the rgection of dictatorship and the guarantee of democratic freedoms.
These two paties were the most dgnificant in shgping East Germany’s paliticd
development. The SPD and KDP had been enemies during the Weimar period and
post-war politics exacerbated this rivary. The SPD’s greater support among the
people posed a direct threat to the KDP, which was the party favored by the
Soviet government. As a result, the KDP garted a campaign to combine parties
and in 1946, the SPD was forced to unify with the KDP to form the Socidist
Unity Paty (SED).>® The SED governed the GDR on a politicd platform of
communism and anti-fascism until itsfall.

As the Sovietization of East Germany and the Americanization of West
Germany deveoped, politicd differences between the two sSdes grew and
threatened the hope of German unification. On May 23, 1949 the Federd
Republic of Germany (FRG) was proclamed and in response, the German
Democratic Republic was created on October 7, 1949. This marked the find
divison of Germany for the next 40 years and the dart of a tense reaionship
between the two dtates. The poalitics of the two countries increesngly clashed as
one grew into a capitdist democracy and the other into a communist dictatorship.
Because both clamed to be the legitimate German dtate, their politics became a

means with which to judify and legitimate this cdam. Before the Sdin

38 Gary Bruce. Resistance with the people: Repression and Resistance in eastern Germany 1945-
1955 (Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 2003), 23-39.
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memorandum of 19527 both states remained dedicated to the goa of a united
Germany, but prospectives looked progressvely worse as the Cold War
developed. West Germany'’s ties to the West and East Germany’s subjugation to
the Soviet Union meant that the two dates were tied to the politics of the Cold
War. The FRG's membership in NATO in 1955 and the GDR membership in the
Warsaw Pact marked the unquestionable divison of Germany until 1989 In
reponse to the divison, the GDR blamed the FRG for the falure of unification
and accused the FRG of being afascidt, capitaist Sate.

The GDR was supposedly set up as a‘People's Democracy’ with a civil-
democratic conditution, a paliament and an independent judiciary. The
condgtitution, passed on October 7, 1949, claimed the GDR to be the legitimate and
officda German date and recognized only one German citizenship- that of GDR
ctizens The conditution st out digtinct rights for its dtizens ,All ctizens have
equd rights under the law.”*® Racism was aso outlawed.

Agitetion agang democratic  inditutions and  organizations,

assassnation atempts aganst democratic  politicians,  intolerance

towards beliefs, racism and anti-nationdism, military propaganda, as

well as violent agitation and dl other such acts, which are directed

agang equdity, are crimind acts. The exercise of democratic rights

laid out in the constitution are not considered anti- state agjitation. *°

In this aticle from the Conditution of the GDR, any acts that jeopardized

Gleichberechtigung (equdity of citizens) was punishable. Expressons of raciam

37 stalin presented his, Stalin Memorandum’ in 1952, calling for the realization of German unity
in exchange for aneutral and non-aligned Germany. The United States refused this offer because
they felt it was apolitical ploy to strengthen Soviet power in Germany. The debate still continues
to this day whether it was the fault of the Soviet Union or the United States that negotiations for
German unity failed and ended with the Stalin memorandum.
38 JH Brinks, Children of a New Fatherland, 4-5.
39 Verfassung der Deutschen Demokratische Republik, Die, B | Article 6.1,“ DDR,
zjé)cumentA rchiv.de, http://www.documentarchiv.de/ddr.html.

Ibid.
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were classfied as crimind acts. The crimindity of racism was a defining ideology
of the SED, as it differentiated the GDR from the politics and acts of Nazi
Germany. The concept that dl citizens were equd before the law was Ao
extremely important, especidly for groups such as the Jews in the GDR. Under
Hitler German Jews had not been equad under the law. But in the GDR there was
no legd didinction between Jewish and non-Jewish Germans. Freedom of
assembly and freedom of speech were dso ensured adong with protection against
censorship. The right to a job was another very important guarantee and uphed
the Maxis idea of equa access to basic living necessties. “The workforce is
protected by the state. The right to employment is guaranteed. The State secures
dl dtizens employment and basc necessties through economic controls.“*
These rights were claimed by the SED to be the basis of GDR law and society.

The SED attempted to congtruct an image of tolerance and freedom, but as
Wadter Ulbricht, the fird secretary of the SED from 1950-1971, said to his close
asociae Wolfgang Leonhard, “It must appear democratic, but we must have
evaything firmly in our hands™*? The democracy guaranteed in the constitution
was a front for the totditarian dictatorship of the SED. One means of securing its
control was by fixing eections. Free and far eections were not a redity. Because
the SED did not have overwhelming support in the population, it adjusted the
voting count in 1946 in order to secure 50 percent of the votes*® This power was
important not only for the SED, but adso for the Soviet Union, which knew that it

would only be gble to retain its influence in the GDR if the SED was in office

41 Verfassung der Deutschen Demokratische Republik, Die, B | Article 6.1.
42 JH Brinks, Children of a New Fatherland, 45.
3 Gary Bruce, Es geht um unsere Existenz, 50.
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Undemocratic eections were one of the fird sgns of a party dictatorship in the
GDR.

With the onset of dictatorship it became clear to many East Germans that
the SED’s promise of democracy was a hoax. In response, resstance activity,
especidly within the CDU, increased during the early 1950's. By the end of 1952,
protests arose that were linked to the poor economic conditions in the GDR, but
which turned into fundamenta political resstance. As a Rathenow factory worker
sad, “In the press, everything is presented to the people so wonderfully, but in
redity everything is a disgrace”* This dichotomy marked not only the GDR
economy but dso its socid and  poliicd  dructure. The  agriculturd
collectivization programs implemented by the Soviet Union and the SED dfter
World War Il were deemed a failure in 1953 and set aside. In June 1953 there was
0 much discontent with SED policy and government that worker uprisngs broke
out. On June 17" 100,000 protestors with sogans such as “Down with the police,
the Volksarmee [People's Army] and the government,” and “We are a the end of
our torture- we demand free dections” marched in Berlin, sdtting off a wave of
protests throughout the GDR. The Volkspolizei [People's Police] and Soviet tanks
were sent in to stop the resistance. Over 200 people were killed and thousands of
Eat Germans were issued reprisds. The “June 17" revolution was an act of
popular anti-Communist resistance, which had been caused in large part by Soviet
and SED represson”® The most important result of the uprisngs was the

expangon of SED indruments of control. The secret police (Stasi)) was

44 Gary Bruce, Es geht um unser e Existenz, 167.
*% 1bid., 199.
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srengthened, censorship was increased and GDR domestic policy focused on
eradicating public dissent. The GDR conditution called for a democratic state, but
the GDR had turned into a repressive dictatorship. Its cdlam to being the antithesis
of the Nazi regime was in theory only.

1.3 Similarities with the Past

Elements of racism, xenophobia and fascist ideology that marked
Germany’s past were dso to be found to a certain degree in GDR society. Hatred
towards Slavs and other foreigners, anti-Samitism and generd fedings of German
Superiority were not eradicated in the GDR. One example is the increased anti-
Sav sentiment, which resulted from the redrawing of border lines between Poland
and Germany. At the Potsdam conference in 1945 the Allies declared that Poland
would occupy territories east of the Oder and Neisse rivers, which had used to
belong to Germany. This was one of Stdin's ploys to secure Polish dependence
on the USSR and increase Russd's control over its satellite states. The new Oder-
Neisse border, which was findized in 1949 with the Oder-Neisse Treaty, was
accompanied by a Polish decree forcing al Germans who lived east of the Oder-
Neisse border to “return” to Germany. By 1950 approximately 11,600,000
Germans had left Poland, with 4,300,000 of them settling in the Soviet zone and
the rest settling in West Germany.*® It was not only the refugees who hated Poles
for the loss of land. The East Germans who had to help support the refugees dso

resented the Poles for their unjust occupation of German territory. The higorica

46 sheldon Anderson, A Cold War in the Soviet Bloc: Polish-East German Relations, 1945-1962
(Boulder: Westview Press, 2001), 35.
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animosty between the two groups was only strengthened by Soviet and SED
politics

Certain festures of Sovietiztion were & variance with the GDR's sdf-
proclaimed identity as the antithesis to the Nazi regime. Besides land, judicid and
economic reforms that were implemented, the GDR became a police date. This
was a development that the Soviet Union mandated in order to secure its own
safety againg anti-communist uprisings and threets to Soviet occupation. The two
camp theory, which hdd that there were two opposing governmentd forces in the
world, marked policies and decisons made by the SED and the Soviets. 1947
witnessad a defining campaign for the transformation of the SED into a Soviet
dyle communist party, in which “class warfare’ was the ideology and repression
was the means. A police force was crested dmost immediately after the Soviet
occupation of eastern Germany and was one of the mogt important tools of the
SED. The Soviet amy commanders recruited “anti-fascits” who came mainly
from the working class, as police chiefs. They caried out Soviet orders until
August of 1946, when the East German Adminigration of the Interior (DVdI) was
created and took over the authority of German security forces*” The Communist
Party made sure that dl important pogitions were filled by Communigs.

The East German higorian Richard Bessd described the dynamics of
GDR poalicy thus “The Volkspolizei during the later 1940's and early 1950's was

increesingly occupied with problems to which the solutions gave the impression

47 Gary Bruce, Resistance with the People, 44-45.
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that they served a foreign politica elite and a foreign occupation authority.”® The
Dvdl answered to the Soviets a least as much as to German officids. The police
became more coordinated and centralized, established a border police force and
removed opponents of the SED. In July 1948 the SED cdled for “cleandng the
paty of enemy and degenerate eements™® The abuse of human rights that
occurred was Smilar to the Nazi purge of politica dissdents.

Nazis who worked in the SED were another connection between the Nazi
ea and the GDR. Many East Germans were not communists and feared the
totditarian nature of the SED. This resulted in a rise of popular resstance to the
dictatorship. The Soviets were concerned by the threat that this resstance posed
to the SED and took measures to increase support for the East German
government. One way of doing this was to give amnesty to Nazi criminds.
During the post-war period, large campaigns in al the occupied sectors were held
to punish Nazi criminds and rid German society of fascis ideology. The Soviets
took pat in this campagn, usng it for ther politicd advantage. In searching for
supporters, the Soviets fdt they could gain the loydty of Nazis by rdieving them
of ther responsbility for past crimes. Many former members of the Nationd
Socidig Paty were integrated into the GDR system and relieved of respongbility
and blame for the crimes of World War 11.° In the summer of 1948 aone, 28,000

prisoners were released from camps and eight of the eleven Soviet POW camps

8 |pid., 66.
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were closed® A smal number of these Nazis were then recruited for various
officda jobs such as heading military recondruction in the GDR. Vincent
Mudler, a lieutenant generd in the Nazi Wehrmacht, was the founder of the
Nationale Volksarmee of the GDR.>? This established continuity between Nazi
police practices and those of the GDR. It aso alowed for racis ideology to
continue as long as it did not endanger the legitimacy of the SED. Racigt rhetoric
was not officialy documented or mentioned, as that would have ddegitimized its
anti-racist politics, but racist policies were implemented. These policies included
the forced acculturation of Jews into society, which was driven by the SED’s
refusa to recognize the Jewish identity, and the segregation of non-German races
because of the political danger they posed.

Anti-fascist ideology was important for the SED in order to clam
complete separation from the Hitler era and to judify the GDR as the only
legitimate successor state. In order to act on these clams the SED created a large
campagn for the eradication of fasciam in the GDR from 1946 onwards. One
edement of this campaign was the excluson of direct reference to socidism in
SED ideology, because ‘Socidism’ was a term tainted by the past acts of Nationa
Socidigs. The term anti-fascism was used instead as a reference for the socid
movement that communists advocated. This socid movement promoted not only
economic equdity, but adso racid tolerance. Racist acts and statements, which the
SED identified as characterigtics of fascism, were clamed to be crimes againg the

democratic government of the GDR. Capitdism was aso identified as a trait of

®1 Gary Bruce, Resistance with the People, 93.
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fascigt. Show trids, confiscation of large land holdings, the punishment of sdect
Nazi criminds and the expulson of fastids from the GDR were dl acts that
amed to convince East Germans that by the 1950's fasciam did not exis in the
GDR. Even though the SED granted amnesty to some Nazis in order to gan
popular support, as mentioned above, many people were given sentences for Nazi
war crimes. By 1965, 12,807 people had been sentenced, with 118 of those people
recaving the death sentences and 3,171 sentenced to more than 10 years
imprisonment.

As a public ideology, fascism had been eradicated. But as evidence shows,
individud faxdgst beiefs dill exised and influenced GDR politics  Influentid
politicians and officds from the NS hed important public offices in the GDR,
such as in the militay and in paliament. In 1958 there were 56 former NS
members who sat in the GDR Volkskammer (parliament). Around this time, 220
former NS members had palitica or public postions in the GDR, including in the
press and in the diplomatic service®® The ideology of Nationd Socidism and the
SED were digtinctly different and SED rhetoric was carefully congtructed to prove
this, but SED policies were not free from the influence of fascist thought.

Persond and ideologica continuities between the GDR and the Third
Reich were documented by Simon Wiesentha in 1968 in his report “The Same
Language: first for Hitle- now for Ulbricht.”®* Wiesenthd was an Austrian Jew
who survived the Holocaust and dedicated the rest of his life to gathering

information about and finding Nazi war criminds. Wiesenthd conducted an
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experiment in the 1960s that proved that there were smilarities between the Third
Reich and the GDR and a certain continuity. He took former Nationa Socidist
papers, such as Volkischer Beobachter and Schwarze Korps, and replaced the
word ‘Jew’ with ‘Zionis” He aso replaced ‘Nationa Socidist’ with the words
‘Socidist camp’ or ‘peace camp.” He showed that with these changes, the articles
seemed to have been written in the 1960's rather than the 1930's. He aso
discovered that articles in the 1930's, which had smilar message as those in the
1960's, were often written by the same people. Doctor Richard Arnold who was
responsible for the Entjudung @e-jewification)>® of German intdlectud life in the
Third Reich was the editor and chief of Der Nationale Demokrat in the GDR.
Kurt Bal was a saff member for the Bureau of Propaganda in the GDR and had
been editor and chief of the SS magazine Hammer. Another example was Doctor
Kalhenz Gergtner, who joined the Nazi party in 1933. During the Nazi period he
wrote fascist pamphlets, such as one titled ‘Negro-infected France’ In the GDR
he became the chief reporter for the Berliner Zeitung and received the
Verdienstmedaille der DDR in 1963 for his work.>® Many of these former Nazi
members continued ther anti-Semitic sentiment under the banner of anti-Zionism
in GDR poalitics. It is important to note here, however, the sgnificant differences
in Nazi and SED ideology. The SED focused on anti-Zionism as a means of
achieving internationd peace and cooperation between nations. This differed
dramaticaly from Nazi rhetoric that promoted anti-Semitic violence and the

superiority of the German race. This change in rhetoric Sgnified the SED’s

5 Entjudung, or de-jewification, was the process of removing Jews, or jewish influence, from
various areas of society
%6 JH. Brinks, Children of a New Fatherland, 53-54.
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attempt to edablished its politics as diametricdly opposed to Nazism and
therefore, as anti-fascidt, even it this did not actudly work to eiminate raciam.

The pogtion of Jews in the GDR and the SED’s anti-Zionigt ideology
illudtrate that anti-Semitian that was ill present. Anti-Zionian was officdly
included in GDR party doctrine by the 1950's. This was an example of racist
ideology that the GDR atempted to cover up by labeing it a politicad policy in
the name of date security. In the eyes of the communids, Isad, as a capitdist
congpirator with the United States and other Western countries, led imperiadist
attacks againg neighboring countries. Regarding the Nazi pad, little atention was
pad in the GDR to the persecution of Jews under the Nazis; reparations were
never paid. Jews in the GDR were given the satus of “Victims of Fascism,” but
discusson of what that meant never took place and reparations for ther
victimization were never pad.

The Sansky Trids in Czechodovakia in 1952 greatly influenced anti-
Zionism and ultimaidy anti-Semitism in the GDR. The communig parties
throughout the Soviet bloc claimed that the trids concerned party members who
were convicted of Titois®’, Zionit and anti-Marxist acts and were executed.
From the victims perspective, they had been arested because they were Jewish
and were gaining too much power in the party, which indilled anti-Semitic fear in
their superiors. The convicts were given show-trias and sentenced to Justizmord

(udicid murder). There were no show trids in the GDR such as those that took

> Titoists were those who followed Josip Broz Tito, the |eader of the communist resistancein
Yugoslavia. In 1945 Tito became Prime Minister of Y ugoslaviaand defied Stalin’ s leadership.
Tito’s form of communism was label ed Titoism by Moscow, which encouraged purges against
suspected , Titoists' throughout the communist bloc.



41

place in Czechodovakia, but related persecutions were common. The trid of Paul
Merker in 1955 is an example of a gmilar trid in the GDR. Merker was a non
Jawish German communis who was accused of being an agent of Zionism.
During his exile in Mexico from 1942-1946 he had taken the fate of Jews to heart
and upon returning to the GDR demanded reparation payments for German Jews.
As a reault of his advocacy he was labeled a threat and arrested in 1952, In 1955
he was given a show trid. The verdict dated, “Merker is an agent of the US
financid oligarchy, whose demand for compensation for Jewish properties is
designed only to infiltrate US financid capitd into Germany. This is the red
reason for his Zionism...”® He was sentenced to eight years imprisonment, but
rehabilitated as a paty member in 1956. Because of such proclamations and
sentences, many Jews fled the GDR. “In early February, 1953 the West German
Allgemeine Wochenzeitung der Juden in Deutschland reported that 500 Jews have
|eft East Germany.”®

The presence of anti-Semitism and Nazi offidds in the GDR influenced
the formulation of SED ideology. The SED’s rdationship with the Soviet Union
was dso an important influence, as seen by the sructura changes and politica
control that the Soviets demanded in the 1940s. These characteristics were present
not only in the militay but aso in the nationdigic and patriotic sentiment that
was propagated by the SED. These dmilaities ae ironic because SED
propaganda was based on the eradication of al of these historicd eements.

Prussan hisory was portrayed as one of imperidism, militaism and capitdism.

%8 JH. Brinks, Children of a New Fatherland, 56.
%9 Jay Howard Geller. Jewsin Post-Holocaust Germany, 1945-1953 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), 175.
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Its reactionary politics was labeled by the SED as the root of Nationa Sociaism.
The Nazi past was condemned as cepitdist and fascist and completely againgt the
idedls of Marxig-Leniniam. According to the SED, these dements had been
eradicated by abolishing the date of Prussa driving out the Junkers (Prussian
landed aristocracy) and by informing young people about these acts®® Yet the
parades, military and politicad structures, propaganda, education and ideologica
rhetoric delegitimize the SED’ s claim to being democratic and anti-fascist.

1.4 Implementing I deology through Censor ship

Because certain legacies of Germany’s padt, such as racism and anti-
samitism, were not destroyed in the GDR, the SED implemented certan
redrictions in order to secure the legitimacy of its anti-fascist and anti-colonidist
ideology. Censorship of the press was one of the important methods used to
ensure the propagation of its ideology. Newspapers, radio broadcasts and
televison programs were grictly structured, so as to broadcast the right picture of
society, politics and the world to East Germans. “Following cdasscd Maxig
thought, these media were indruments that would, through propaganda and
agitation, spread the ideology of the party as a ‘collective organizer.””®* However,
censorship did not occur in a traditiond manner, whereby a government agency

specifically denies authors, journdists and broadcasters the right to publish

€0 Gary Bruce, Resistance with the people, 89.

61 Simone Barck and others, “The Fettered Media: Controlling Public Debate,” in Dictatorship as
Experience: Towards a Socio-Cultural History of the GDR, ed. Konrad H. Jarausch (New Y ork:
Berghahn Books, 1999), 223.
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cetain materid. Instead, other means were used were used, which crested a
“ censorship without censors.”®?

Four systems of rule in the media were established in order to create a sdf-
censorship  program, which promoted a more grassoots censorship to be
peformed by journdids, atigs and paliticians themsdves. The firg of these
sydems was the practice of repressve personned  policies and  redtrictive
recruitment. A journalist or reporter’s personal promotion was directly linked to
his or her advocacy of party ideology. The establishment of a centrdly organized
inditutiond  dructure  with a multi-levd  planning system endbled cdose
supervison of employees and the coordination of messages sent out to the public
in the media. Certain regulations governing the type of language to be used
guided writers and reporters so that their writing and reporting was consstent
with party ideology. The last method was survelllance by te Sasi. Reporters and
journaists were monitored by the Stasi in order to ensure their adherence to party
politics. These methods led media personnd to censor their own work in order to
keep their jobs and insure their persona safety.®

Rhetoric in broadcadting differed from that in newspapers because of
media competition from the West. Radio and tdlevison had to compete with
western broadcasts and the SED redized that if it wanted listeners to listen to East
German broadcasts, it had to broadcast materid that East Germans would listen

to. As a reault, rhetoric was more watered down. The baance in radio and

televison content was not found immediately and it took the SED a few years to

52 1pid., 214.
53 Simone Barck, “ The Fettered Media,” 214.
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create radio programming that retained ligeners. In 1952 a State Radio
Committee based on the Soviet modd was edtablished within the Council of
Minigers. Federd dates had to give up thar own dations and programming and
three centrdized programs were established. Because of the omnipresent politica
propaganda and uniformity of programming resulting from this centrdization,
radio became progressively less popular. In response to its waning popularity, the
government crested three dations in 1953 that they identified as independent,
which meant they were not as drictly controlled® Newspapers, however,
contained dronger rhetorica language and very severe criticism of the West
because there was little competition from western print media

Censorship became more and more important in the mid 1950's and
1960's as western media became more accessble to GDR citizens. By the late
1960's approximately 60 percent of GDR citizens could theoreticdly receive
wedern programming. GDR media were increesingly forced into a defensve
postion because of western news that chdlenged the GDR's public dams to
uperiority. With both the East and the West seeking to discredit the enemy
through exaggerated propaganda, the closed and highly regulated GDR society
was more threatened by outsde ‘enemy’ propaganda than the other sde was with
GDR propaganda. Outsde information directly challenged what the SED told its
ctizens and put the SED's dam of omniscience in quesion. Regulation and

censorship was a process that increased in intengity as outside threets increased.

54 pid., 215-217.
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“According to the famous statement by Lenin, press, radio and televison
are to be the collective agitator, propagandist and organizer.”®® During the mid-
1950's and much more frequently in the 1960's, this politica agitation included
direct attacks on the enemy in an atempt to delegitimize the media broadcasts
from the West that GDR citizens were watching with increesng regularity. One
way the media did this was to identify U.S. news reports as ‘whitewashed
propaganda. One main topic that the SED was continualy propageating was the
fascism of its enemy, the United States. In a report broadcast throughout Eastern
Europe on May 31, 1963, Moscow TASS Radio dstated, “The Voice of America
commentator Harold Courlander [...] clams that on the whole there is no
segregation of Negroes in America [...] This assertion is intended to whitewash
the Federd Government's inability to end segregation.”®® The SED even accused
a New York reporter of having to “ddiberately digtort redity to divert attention
from the disgraceful rampage of racist terror in the U.S” when reporter
Sulzberger “resortfed] to mdicious tdes about imaginary racid problems in the
socidist countries”®’ GDR citizens were being told by the SED not bdieve a
word of Western news they heard. In redity, however, many East Germans were
aware of what the government was trying to do and knew tha they had to be
selective about the reports and information they believed.

At timess GDR media policies dso incuded attempts to redrict the

reception of Western programming by sending disruptive signds and banning

% Hermann Budzislawski, ,Socialist Journalism,“ in: East Germany: A New German Nation
Under Socialism? (ed.) Arthur W. McCardle and A. Bruce Boenau (Lanham: University Press of
America, 1984), 331.

% Moscow TASS, , Afonin on Official Inaction. FNR, 31 May, 1963, 19.

7 Moscow TASS, , Racial Unrest Prevalent in United States,“ FNR, 7 June, 1963, 13.
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roof antennas. °® But because western media could never be completdy
eiminated, the SED used anti-racist rhetoric in its effort to combat the West and
avoid having to ded with its own problems a home. It accused the United States
of being racig¢ and highlighted the bigotry in American society and politics. In
contrast to American racism, the SED portrayed the GDR as anti-racist and free
from prgudice. The SED was able to use this rhetoric as a point of continuity
throughout its rule because new examples of racism and racig politics in America
could dways be found. The degree, however, to which racism was used as a point
of attack varied depending on the internationa political Stuation and the leve of

threat from abroad felt by the SED.

1.5The GDR in the Cold War

Between the 1950s and 1960s, the pogtion of the GDR in the internationa
aena dayed reatively consgent. During the Korean War, the Vietnam War,
conflicts in Africa and the Cuban Missle Qigs, GDR foreign policy was more or
less dictated by the Soviet Union. The GDR mantaned hodile rdations with the
FRG and the U.S. until early in the 1970s, when Cold War dé&ente was gaining
importance. As relations between the Soviet Union and the United States were
changing, western Europe was developing into a srong international community.
As democratic movements in other communist bloc countries were ganing
drength, the GDR remaned rdatively datic. Other than the demondrations of

June 17" 1953, no large public demonstrations or revolts took place in the GDR.

58 Simone Barck, “ The Fettered Media,” 220-223.
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Domegtic politics were drictly controlled to maintain sability and GDR foreign
policy reflected this stagnation.

Because the GDR was drictly controlled by the Soviets until the mid-
1980's, Soviet influence was evident in SED politics. As a tool of Soviet foreign
policy, the GDR was drawn into the Soviet struggle with the U.S. over spheres of
influence. The third world, where some of the larget Cold War battles over
power were fought, became an important target for communist politics The GDR
was crucid in hdping to esablish communist power through diplomacy and acts
of ‘solidarity’ in Cold War battlefront such as Vietnam and Chile. The Middle
Eadt, with its oil reserves, and Africa, with its many anti-colonidist movements,
adso became important Cold War fronts where the GDR, dong with the Soviet
Union, used their resources to try and establish communist governments. This
influence, however, was continudly threatened by the posshbility of covert U.S.
military operations and CIA activity. The cautious relations that the GDR initiated
with battlefiddd countries, as wel as other non-Soviet countries, reflected the
threet of American militarism and showed a level of suspicion in GDR Cold War
diplomacy. The SED trusted no country that was not ‘behind’ the Iron Curtan.
As a reault, this outsde threat was used as a judification for GDR domestic
policies that dlowed and promoted racism. GDR nationa and foreign policies
became directly linked by an effort to legitimize SED ideology a& home and
secure the GDR's legitimacy and power on the internationd level. SED domestic
policy was a direct result of internationd threats to the SED and GDR foreign

policy was congstent with the ideology of anti-racism and internationd solidarity.
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The hidoricdly reacig dements of German identity were difficult to
eradicate in post-war Germany. The SED was given the task of credting an
ideology that would ded with the past and give hope for the future, but in the end
the SED neglected the first and concentrated solely on the second. The GDR aso
had to cope with its dependence on the Soviet Union and had to compete with the
mature foreign policies of the West. The SED attempted to creste an image for the
GDR that divorced the new country from history, but this was unsuccessful. Not
only were higoricad prgudices agangt certain groups like the Jews and Savs ill
present, but important Nazi politicians and intellectuas remained influentid. The
SED committed itsdf to anti-racist ideology, but its commitment was limited to
implementing only those ideologicad policies in its domedic and foreign politics
that were absolutdly necessary. Because of the direct connection between
domedtic and foreign palitics, the raciam that marked SED domestic policy was

reflected in its foreign policy.
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Chapter |1
Racism in the GDR

In East Germany a contradiction existed between party ideology and the
socid and politica redity. For the SED, GDR higtory darted in 1945 with the
devdlopment of an anti-fascist, socidist country. Free of racid problems and
embracing of an ideology that would help free dl people from oppression, the
government clamed to be the antithess of the Nazi regime and to be omniscient.
No public disagreement or debate concerning history and politics was alowed.
Societd problems were denied, but that did not make them go away. Racism had
not been wiped out and denazification had been a front. Solidarity was not a
popular movement among the citizens and the ‘People€'s Democracy’ was a lie
trust and cooperation between the government and the people was very shallow.
In addition, the SED’s anti-racist rhetoric did not accomplish its purpose. The
SED tolerated and in some cases promoted racism. Case studies of specific groups
of people in the GDR, namdy Eastern Europeans, people from outsde the
communis bloc, and Jews, highlight problems of racism in Eas Germany that
were never dedt with and in some cases were officidly supported. These case
dudies reved the complexity of racism and anti-racism in a dictatorship where a
dichotomy existed between redity and rhetoric, equality and davery, enemies and
privileged guests and between the government and its people. In reveding
problems of racism in the GDR, this chepter will highlight the use of anti-racist
rhetoric in education and foreign policy and show how racism linked nationd and

foreign politics in an interdependent relationship.
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During the 1950s, as the GDR was gruggling for recognition from the
West and for economic and political stability after the worker demondrations of
June 17", 1953, the SED used very nationalistic propaganda to create a sense of
unity. It clamed that the GDR was representative of the true German nation and
was the first worker and peasant’s state on German soil. The 1960s saw a turn
towards proletarian internationalism or socidigt patriotism as the Cold War came
to a heght and Germany became permanently divided with the building of the
Belin Wdl in 1961. The devdopment of proletarian internationdism marked an
effort to gain internationa respect and power, as wel as nationd recognition. This
concept of ethnicaly defined nationdism was important in the GDR because the
Gearman ndion “was something with which most of the population could more
easly identify than with the twists and turns of socidist ideology and its demands
for an abstract internationa solidarity.”®® Ethnic nationdism was nothing new to
Germans. The SED used this sentiment and presented it as socidist patriotism in
an attempt to connect to the people.

This nationdigtic and patriotic rhetoric, however, did not hep to unify the
people with their government. As popular resstance to the SED shows, the
average East German did not want to live under a dictatorship. Programs that the
government set up were not widely supported by the people and were often
viewed with disdan and digrust. One of the programs implemented was for the
promotion of internationa solidarity, in which the SED brought smdl numbers of

foreigners from Asia, Africa and Eastern Europe to the GDR as contract workers

89 Jan C. Behrends and others, “ X enophobiain the former GDR-Explorations and Explanations
from aHistorical Perspective,” American Institute for Contemporary German Studies,
http://www.ai cgs.org/Publications/PDF/xenophobia.pdf, 5.
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or sudents. Germans commonly regarded these foreigners as agents of the
government and disrusted them. East Gemans dso resented the gpecific
privileges that some of these foreigners recelved. This distrust and resentment was
often manifested as racism. The irony is that both the government and the people
disgrused foregners. The SED didrusted foreigners because they could be
potentid dissdents or enemy gpies. Internationd solidarity was condructed to
present a friendly image domedicdly and aoroad, while a the same time
implementing restrictive and protective measures.

The racism tha prevailed in the GDR was a combination of xenophobia
and racism and had dmilar causes to racism in Wilhdminian and Wemar poalitics
One of the main factors that propagated racism was economic tenson during the
recongtruction of post-war East Germany. East German policy and ideology were
eadly formulated by the communigt dictatorship in 1949, but the recongruction of
its economy was complicated. Many East German workers blamed the poor
economy on foreign workers and used this to judtify their racism. Between 1949
and 1989, gpproximatdy 3.5 million people left the GDR as a rexult of the
dictatorship and economic problems, with the mgority of them leaving before
1961 when the Berlin Wall was built. This caused a significant labor shortage.”®
As a reallt, the GDR darted importing foreign labor, firsg from its brother
socidist countries in Eagtern Europe and eventudly from newly independent
developing countries in Asa and Africa By the mid 1960's there were

approximately 15,000 Bulgarians, 10,000 Poles and 5,000 Hungarians who were

70 Bernd Broeskamp, , Vom Auswanderungs- zum Einwanderungsland.“ 18.
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working in the GDR under 3 to 5 year contracts. By 1967, 15,000 Hungarians
were employed in the GDR dectric, machine and light-industries”* While this
was dill a smdl percentage of the population, foreign labor was essentid to the
aurviva of the East German economy. Many East Germans resented the presence
of non-integrated foreigners. The GDR posed its import of foreign workers and
sudents as an act of socid solidarity at home and abroad, which encouraged and
masked the transformation of economic conflict into ethnic conflict.” This ethnic
conflict was answered with more rhetoric of solidarity and anti-racdsm in an
attempt to secure legitimacy for the GDR a both the nationd and internationa
level. Programs which promoted friendship between the GDR and its brother
countries were st up, yet they were unsuccessful in affecting the sentiments of
individuad East Germans. Rhetoric in educationd policies was adso unsuccesstul
in promoting socid change. The raciam tha prevaled in the officdly anti-racist
date maked the falure of SED rhetoric in securing its legitimacy and further
linked nationd and foreign policiesin ardationship of interdependence.

2.1 Eastern European Others

Solidarity with fdlow socidist countries was one of the most important
ideologies of the GDR in order to help solve economic problems and to present
the communis movement as drong and united agang the capitdis West. But
slidarity was manly an officd sentiment and did not filter down to GDR

citizens. Foreigners were referred to by the paty as Klassenbridern (class

" Ministerium fur Bildung, Jugend und Sport des Landes Brandenburg, Frendschaft! Die
Volkshildung der DDR in ausgewaehlten Kapiteln (Berlin: BasisDruck Verlag GmbH, 1996), 278.
72 Jonathan R. Zatlin, “Race and Economy in Soviet-Style Regimes,” (Unpublished manuscript),
30.



53

brothers) who were dl working towards a world dominated by socidism, but this
sentiment was fdt less a the locd levd. ,,Hungarian or Polish guest workers were
regarded merely as labor and not as socidlist brothers”

The firgt large group of workers to come to the GDR was from Poland.
Some came in the 1950s as commuting workers. In 1963 an officid agreement
was dgned between the two governments after political stabilization was reached
in the GDR due to the building of the Wal. The agreement provided for 500
qudified Poles to work in East German cod mines. Shortly thereafter agreements
were sgned with Hungary and Bulgaria Seventy percent of these workers were
men.”* Anti-Polish stereotypes depicted Polish workers as lazy and dishones,
which lead to generd intolerance of Polish people in East Germany. An East
German worker in Frankfurt an der Oder sad, ,,Everyone knows the mentaity of
the Poles. For the most pat they are timid in ther work and often earn their
money in dishonest ways“”® Instead of recognizing the historical conflict between
Gemans and Poles the SED implemented an atificid solution. Economic
solidarity had, in the eyes of the SED, resolved this problem and established
friendship. The economic <olidarity between Germany and Poland, however,
resulted in economic grife between the two groups. ,,Economic reasons were used
to judify the resdence of foreign workers in the ,laborer and pessant date’

Official propaganda clamed these workers represented cooperation between labor

"3 Harry Waibel, Rechtsextremismus in der DDR bis 1989 (Koeln: PapyRossa Verlag, 1996), 140.
4 Eva-Maria Elsner and Lothar Elsner, Auslander politik und Auslanderfeinschaft in der DDR
$1949-1990) (Leipzig: RosaLuxemburg Verein, 1991), 12-23.

® Rita Roehr, “Ideologie, Planwirtschaft und Akzeptanz: Die Beschéftigung polnische
Arbeitskréfte in Betriebe des Bezirkes Frankfurt/Oder,” in Fremde und Fremdsein in der DDR: zu
historischen Ursachen der Fremdenfeindlichkeit in Ostdeutschland (Berlin: Metropol, 2003), 280.
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forces within the context of socidist economic integration.’® Polish workers and
tourists, who, thanks to the reformed GDR-Polish border policy established in the
1950's could fredy travel to Germany, often bought goods in East Germany and
took them back across the border. Germans accused Poles of stealing their goods
and of increedang shortages. “Although the source of this conflict lay in the
shortages of consumer goods creasted by economic planning, cultural perceptions
mattered more than materia redlity.”’”

As sntiment againgt Poles in border cities grew, so did the violence
Murders and harassment motivated by racism took place. In 1965, four boys near
Cottbus killed a 17 year old boy because he was Polish and could not speak
German well.”® In 1972, a girl was harassed and physicaly attacked by classmates
because she was Polish. The school and local government responded by setting up
a Deutsch-Polnische Freundschaft (German-Polish Friendship) group in her
town.”® With this establishment, however, came no discusson or active solution
agang racism or xenophobia This method of atificid problem solving was
inherent to SED poalitics.

Animogty was paticulaly severe towards Soviets Prgudice agangt
Soviets was connected more to politicd than economic problems, as it was an
example of the disrus between the GDR citizens and their government. After

freeing Berlin in 1945, the Soviets were regarded by the government as the

’® Dennis Kuck, , Fuer den sozialistischen Aufbau ihrer Heimat? Auslaendische
Vertragearbeitskréfte in der DDR," inFremde und Fremdsein in der DDR: zu historischen
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liberators and best friends of the East Germans. The Soviets had defested the
Nazis, supported the authority of the East German Communist Party and kept
order with its amy. However, most GDR citizens fdt even less friendship with
Russians than they did with contract workers. Post-war contact between the two
groups was therefore problematic and prgudice ran both ways. Soviet soldiers
mentadity towards the Germans was not friendly. Ther fedings of revenge for
Nazi era crimes created problems, such as violent acts againg Germans, including
mass rgping of German women. On the German dde, left-over fascigt sentiment
from the Nazi era provoked problems. ,, Nazi propaganda impressed a picture on
the German people of the inferior Savs, as a murderous and pillaging yellow mob
from the East”® As a result, contact between the Germans and Soviets was
curtailed in 1947, but fedings of hatred remained®! The Soviets lived in separate
barracks outsde of cities, ,Persond contact was supposed to only take place
through offidd channds“®? The Einheit (unity) and Freundschaft (friendship)
that was propagated by the SED towards the Soviet Union remained soley an
officid politicd gance. Smilar to the lack of discusson about anti-fascism, there
was no red discourse regarding Freundschaftsideologie (the ideology of
friendship), which could have heped to deveop mutud undersanding and

friendship.®® This led to greater resentment and hatred on both sides.
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This hatred grew into neo-Nazi protests and violence in the GDR. In 1966,
two sudents at the Erich-Vogd Highschool near Lepzig posed a note in the
classoom of an SED secretary saying, ,We will not let the Sovietization of
schools take place any longer. The bomb will soon explode. With fascigt
gredtings Hel Hitler”®* In 1968, students in Rathenow (a city ouside Berlin)
provoked Soviet soldiers. Violent conflicts caused loathing of the occupation
force and had serious consequences for the SED, which many Germans saw as the
Soviet's politicd partner in crime. The connection between the occupation force
and the ruling politicad paty led to disrust of the SED by citizens and to
increased intolerance of Savs. This distrust crested room for East Germans to
reverse officid ideology of friendship and unity and to hate the Savs.

It is important here to mention the role that gender played in conflicts
between Savs and Germans, or for that matter smply between foreigners and
Germans. The mgority of foreigners present in the GDR were maes who worked
as manud laborers, or in the case of the Soviets, as soldiers. There was a fear
among Eagt Germans for the women among them, who could become victims of
the sexud hunger of Savs. Mass sexud assault by Soviet soldiers between 1945
and 1948 confirmed this fear and increased the animodsty that Germans felt
towards foreigners in generd. The role of gender was particularly important for
the reaions between Germans and Africans, as will be discussed in the next

section.
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2.2 Non-Communist Bloc Others

As the bass of Eat Geman foregn policy, officid solidarity was
propagated not only towards eastern European countries, but adso towards other
countries working towards socidig  gods induding movements agang
colonidism. In the Worterbuch der AuRenpolitik und des Volkerrechts [Dictionary
of Foreign Politics ad International Law] from 1982 the foreign policy of the
GDR was patly defined as following:

The mogt important responghility of socidist foreign policy is to

secure favorable  international conditions for the development of

soddism and communism.  Important tasks of foreign policy are the
support  through solidarity of nationd liberation movements, the
conseguent  podtion agang every form  of colonidism, neo-
colonidisn and racism and the deveopment and <olidification of
slidaity reaionships with naiondly liberated daes in Ada,

Africa, Ldin America, among them the countries with socidist

orientations [...] Foreign policy supports the fight for politicd and

economic independence and takes steps towards the democratic

reorganization of internationa economic relations that are shaped by

imperidism.®®
Even though the above quote is from the 1980s, the purpose of GDR foreign
policy in the 1950's and 1960s was quite smilar. In committing itself to heping
the democratization and economic devedlopment of countries in Ada, Africa and
Latiin America in the early years of the GDR, the SED was helping to increase the
labor supply in the GDR. Over time, economic agreements were signed between
the GDR and 10 African countries, as wel as Adan and South American

countries. The main agreements with non-Soviet bloc countries were with Guinea,

Congo, Somaia, Mozambique, Angola, Chile, Cuba and Vietnam and led to

8 Hans- Joachim Doering, “ Es geht um unsere Existenz’ Die Politik der DDR gegeniiber der
Dritten Welt am Beispiel von Mozambik und Aethiopien (Berlin: Christopher Links Verlag), 31.
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workers and students coming to the GDR. Through these acts of solidarity, the
SED was atempting to secure favorable conditions for socidism abroad and was
directly affecting the stability and effectiveness of its domegtic policy.

The number of these extra-European foreigners coming to the GDR was
inggnificant compared to the number of Eastern Europeans in the GDR. Exact
numbers are hard to find because the smal number of datistics kept by the SED
are unreliable. However, an gpproximate figure can be surmised for comparison.
In 1951 the first group of Africans arrived: 11 Nigerian students. By 1966, there
were gpproximately 2,000 Vietnamese workers. 1973 saw the largest group of
Chilean refugees, numbering about 2,000 people® The 1980's witnessed a large
group of Mozambican workers as well as 60,000 Vietnamese workers®’ Yet, even
with such srdl numbers, the experiences of Africans and Adans in East
Germany highlight the raciam that was cultivated in East Germany.

Unlike East European workers, workers from Asia and Africa dl came as
contract workers through bilateral government agreements. The conditions that
they lived under and their rdationships with Germans were even worse than those
of Polish or Hungaian workers. Officid agreement conditions varied from
country to country and by the 1980s new eements had been added to contracts.
However, during the 1950s and 60s the basic components were the same. Two
different categories of exchange- students and workerss were established. The
worker agreements dlowed for 2 to 5 year work contracts, with contractudly

guaranteed adequate housing, weekly payment (some of which was kept until the

8 Eva Maria Elsner, Auslander politik und Ausl anderfeindschaft, 18-21.
87 Ministerium fuer Bildung, Jugend und Sport des Landes Brandenburg, Freundschaft!, 276.
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workers  contracts ended and then was trandferred to their home country),
German language indruction and the opportunity to receive a vocationd degree.
The jobs guaranteed in the contracts were meant to cutivate the worker's
technical knowledge so that upon return to his home country he would provide
industrid  knowledge vauable for the economic growth of the country.®® Student
contracts were more frequent among Chileans and Vietnamese. The students
could come for part or dl of their higher education and depending on the contract,
they were normally forced to leave afterwards.

The agreements were meant to show the goodwill, friendship and
solidarity of East Germany towards foreign countries by helping to educate and
tran the less fortunate, but the agreements were adso used to incresse East
Germany’s labor force. Unfortunately, the goodwill of the GDR was subjugated
to the SED'’s fear and distrust of foreigners. The SED feared that foreigners could
be enemy spies or politicd dissdents and this fear manifested itsdf in complete
regulation of the foreigners public and private lives, with no regard for ther legd
rights. Patrick Irdland, a professor of politics and international relations a the
Universty of Houston, explains the legd dtudion of foregners in the GDR:
“Offiadly, the foregners were on equd legd footing with ditizens of the GDR,
as long as the bilatera accords did not specify otherwise. However, these were
kept strictly secret”® This secrecy enabled the SED to take advantage of the

foreigners ignorance.

8 Bernd Broeskamp, , Vom Auswanderungs- zum Einwanderungsland,” 15-22.
8 Patrick R. Ireland, , Socialism, Unification Policy and the Rise of Racism in Eastern Germany,”
International Migration Review 31, no. 3 (Autumn 1997): 548.
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The Minigerium fir Arbeit and Sozides (Department of Labor and Socid
Programs) was responsble for regulating foreign workers. It kept srict watch
over the workers daily routines and made sure that contact between workers and
Germans was drictly officid. Contact outsde of the workplace between the two
groups was forbidden. At universties and in some workplaces, Germans were
forced to sign a paper saying they would not have contact with foreigners® It is
important here to note that it was not just the wish of the German government that
foreigners and Germans be kept separate. The foreign countries often sipulated
this redriction in order to protect therr citizens from foreign influence and to
ensure that their citizens returned home®! The compounds where the foreigners
lived were outsde of the city and often enclosed by walls or fences. They were
poorly kept and contained very minima comforts. In the commund housing for
foreigners, men and women were separated. Some contracts, such as those for
Mozambicans, dipulated that men and women had to be separate regardless of
marriage daus in order to hinder the possbility of procregtion. Women who
became pregnant had the option either to abort or to be sent home.

The persona and social needs of the workers were not attended to and no
support was offered for bringing workers families to the GDR. Marriage between
foreigners and Germans had to be approved by the state, which normdly reected
the marriage applications®® Such a marriage would mean a higher number of

permanent foreigners and less SED control over the acts of its potentid enemy. It

%0 Bernd Broeskamp, , Vom Auswanderungs- zum Einwanderungsland,” 23.

%1 BrittaMueller, Auslander im Osten Deutschland, Eine Rostocker Studie (Koeln: ISP, 1996), 52.
92 Marianne K rueger-Potratz, Ander ssein gab es nicht- Auslander und Minder heiten un der DDR
(Muenster: Waxmann, 1991), 176-178.
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dso would mean a change in the ehnic charecterization of Germans. The
accepted thought in the GDR concerning foreign, esp. black, and German
relations was, ,,Clan to clan. German to German. Black should be with blacks,
where they bedong.”®® A drict rotationd model was implemented in the contracts,
which brought workers for 2 to 5 years and then sent them back for a new group,
enauring short relaionships between Germans and foreigners if unofficid contact
was made.®* The type of work foreigners received was aso not dways what was
contractualy guaranteed. Mogt often they received jobs that native East Germans
did not want, but that needed to be filled for economic purposes® Because of
this, an association was often made by the East Germans between socidly
unattractive work, such as working in cod mines and unskilled factory postions,
and people of color.%®

These worker programs were a form of indentured servitude contracted
between sates in the name of anti-colonidism. Extreme control was exercised
over foregn workers from Ada and Africa in order to mantan the workers
position as economic investments. Even though the percentage of foreign workers
was very smdl in the GDR, the government wanted to prevent al possbility of
enemy danger and foreign influence on German society. The workers living and
working conditions and socid welfare were of no concern to the SED. Because

the percentage of foreign workers was very amdl, which limited their vighility in

93 |_andolf Scherzer, die Fremden- Unerwiinschte Begegnungen und Ver botene Protokolle
gBerIin: Aufbau-Verlag GmbH, 2002), 22.
“* Bernd Broeskamp, , Vom Auswanderungs- zum Einwanderungsland,” 18-23.
% BrittaMueller, Auslander in Osten Deutschland, 45.
% Jonathan R. Zatlin, , Race and Economy,“ 25.
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Eagt German society, the SED was able to treat foreign workers like daves
without causng much socid or politica resistance.

The servitude of foreigners was complicated, however, by the SED’s anti-
colonidist palitics, which gave certan foreigners distinct privileges while treeting
others as daves. Foreign students often received specid trestment in the name of
anti-colonidism. A universty sudent complained about this specid trestment:
“Foreign exchange students could teke the tests as many times as they wanted...
but that didn't go dong with our system here, with what we as socidists were
trying to accomplish That was a contradiction.”®” These foreign students, some of
whom came from non-communist countries, were consdered by the SED to be
disadvantaged and therefore, they were not held to the same standard as GDR
dudents. Even though the lifesyle of these students was drictly controlled, the
SED ensured that their educationd achievements, which were an important aspect
of socidism, appeared equa to those of East German sudents. This system of
advantage was resented by East Germans and gave them a reason to reverse

government ideology and didike foreigners.
2.3 Personal Reports

Exchange students were not confined to the same type of redrictive and
degrading life as workers. However, restrictions concerning travel and association
with Germans were amilar between the two groups. Annette Kahane, an East
German Jewish woman who had extensve contact with foreigners in the GDR

from the 1960's through the 1980's, tells stories of foreign students in her book

7 BrittaMueller, Auslander im Osten Deutschland, 51.
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Ich sehe was, was du nicht siehst [I see what you don't seg]. During her sudies in
Rostock in the mid 1970's she met a group of Chileans. The Chileans were not
under the same redtrictions as people from Africa and Ada, as they did not come
as contract workers. Many came as students and stayed to work. However, their
contact with Germans was a0 regulated. Chile was not officidly pat of the
communigt bloc, and thus, the SED had cause for suspicion of Chileans in the
GDR. The Chileans could have been spies or foreign agents and thus, close waich
and control was kept over them. The Chileans that Kahane knew in Rostock al
lived in one building together in a specid didrict that was only for foreigners.
They described ther daly life to her, which conssed of ,Bureaucracy in
offices... street car doors close before your nose, open racism from the children’s
teachers, an amosphere againgt foreigners in dtores, attacks againgt salors from
North Africa“®® One of her Chilean friends went to Berlin to visit his brother and
was arrested and taken back to Rostock soldly because he had left the city. Every
time he tried to vidgt another city he was arrested and sent back to Rostock.
Kahane a0 tdls of her own run-in with the law when officias found out thet she
was meking friends with foreigners. She was confronted by the Universty and
asked “if | knew that the [Chilean] students were spies and that | wasn't dlowed
to have contact with foreigners™® She was told that if she did not cut off contact
with the Chileans she would lose her place as a sudent & well as any future job
sarving the GDR. Kahane's dory is tesimony to the redity of the SED’s control

and the fear that it had of foreigners.

% Anetta Kahane, Ich sehe was, 77.
% |bid., 79.
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The officid control and management of foreigners in the GDR grongly
influenced East Germans. Another part of Kahane's story tells of her experience
with racism when she was with East Germans in Brazil. In the late 1950's and
ealy 1960's when she was young her family lived in Rio, Brazil where her father
was a foreign correspondent for Neues Deutschland, the offica East German
newspaper. Brazil was not a communist bloc country and therefore, the SED went
to extreme measures to separate the East Germans from Brazilians. Because her
faher worked for the newspaper, the family lived outsde the complex in Rio
where dl the East Geman officids lived. However, government regulation
regarding contact with the Brazilians, which was supposed to be limited solely to
officid contact, dill gpplied to her family. Kahane atended the officid East
German school sponsored by the GDR, but because her family was different from
the other East German families, she was an outcast in her class. In observing those
aound her she sad that, ,When the children and their parents spoke together,
they often made fun of the Brazilians, especidly the blacks”'® The East Germans
did not try to spesk the native language, did not have contact with the locas and
thought of themsdves as superior. Even as a child she noticed the racism that
resulted from government efforts to keep East German citizens separate from the
loca population. This directly undermined the SED’s rhetoric of anti-racism and
friendship with al peoples of the world.

After receiving her college degree in Rostock in the mid 1970's, Kahane

was sent as a German trandator to the idand of Sao Tome She, like al other

100 A netta K ahane, Ich sehe was, 24.
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GDR citizens, was drictly forbidden to have any contact with ‘foreigners, or
norn-GDR ditizens, outside of her officia daily work.
The GDR foreign sarvice had implemented a drict ban agang
contact with foreigners. At the fird indructiond sesson with the
Attaché | asked who he consdered to be foreigners. He was
adonished a& my quedtion. Naturdly, dl nonGDR citizens were
meant. The Sao Tomoners as well? Yes, of course, he said, and the

Soviets, Qubans and dl others as well. He found my question, as to

whether it was not we who were the foreigners here, inappropriate.
101

The reason for this drict separation is multi-faceted. On the one hand, if the SED
had let the two groups intermix, it would have had to address exising racid
problems within the German population that were officidly denied. This was a
Pandora's box that it could not open in its campaign to legitimize its anti-racism
and superiority over capitdis West Germany. On the other hand, this drict
separation occurred because of the dl-consuming suspicion that the SED had of
foreigners from non-communist countries. This suspicion trandated into distinct
prejudice, because al peoples from countries like Chile and even the FRG were
seen as dangerous and inferior people who should not mix with East Germans.
This clam to superiority propagated racism among East Germans. As Kahane so
deeply felt, , | experienced [...] how deep the racism of these people was and how
desply it was ingrained in the East German state“'%? There was no room for
public discourse regarding East German rdations with foreigners because of the

omniscience claimed by the SED and therefore, racism continued.

101 A netta K ahane, Ich sehe was, 90.
102 | hid., 119.
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Reports from foreign and German workers themsdves show the conflict
that developed between the two groups in the GDR. Reports from different time
periods differ little in the experiences of discrimination and raciam. The following
accounts span a time period from the 1950s through the 1980s. Circumstances of
Mozambican workers in the 1980s were different than those of the ealy
Vietnamese workers in the 1960s, but SED rhetoric concerning these groups, the
racism that was tolerated and the intolerance it fostered is enough to show that
racism exigded in the GDR throughout its lifesppan and was never officidly
addressed.

A Vietnamese worker who was interviewed in the early nineties regarding
his podtion as a contract worker in the 1980's in the GDR sad tha in the
workplace he did not fed any initid discrimination from felow workers He
knew he was getting pad much less than the German workers because he did not
have a vocationd degree. Astime passed, relations changed. ,When | dtarted a
the bottom, they al recognized and accepted me and fet pity for me.. But then,
as | worked my way up, came the others that started at the beginning. As a result,
jedlousy developed and perhaps dso hatred“'® Once his presence created
economic competition for East Germans, racid hatred arose. This is an example
of where economic conflict was expressed as ethnic hatred. Fremde und
Fremdsein in der DDR, an andyss of interviews from the mid 1990's with GDR
citizens about their memories of contact with foreigners in the 1970's and 1980's,

illugrates the other prgudices thet East Germans had againgt foreigners. On the

103 Britta Mueller, Auslander in Osten Deutschland, 47.
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whole, Asans were more accepted than Africans. ,, The best and most disciplined
were the Vietnamese... they were also the hardest workers, so there were no
problems there”'%* This account by an East German factory supervisor, who had
had experience with both Vietnamese and Africans workers, goes on further to
describe the common view that East Germans had of African workers and the
racism that developed in East Germans minds. “They came from countries where
European discipline was unknown... They were young people, away from home,
who came patly out of the bush, especidly those in the beginning from
Mozambique™'® Culturd differences between Germans and Africans, such as
‘European discipling versus ‘African lazyness’ were portrayed in a hierarchica
manner with German culture being superior. Asans were seen as better than
Africans because of their stronger work ethic and the goods that they made to sl
on the German market, such as jeans. The role of gender dso played a large role,
as concern for the harassment of German women was dso expressed. A master
creftaman sad tha Geman men harassed German women, but that |, Sexud
harassment came more from the black African men than from ther German
colleagues.”1%

As a result of this racid conflict, fights occurred between workers. , There

were adso offences, discipline offences, we dso had a few [...] fights and [..] dso

104 Annegret Schuele, ,’ Die ham se sozusagen aus dem Busche geholt,” Die Wahrnehmung der
V ertragsarbeitskraefte aus Schwarzakrika und Vietnam durch Deutsche im VEB Leipziger
Baumwollspinnerel,“ in Fremde und Fremdsein in der DDR: zu historischen Ursachen der
Fremdenfeindlichkeit in Ostdeutschland (Berlin: Metropol, 2003), 286.
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a court incident.“*®” The violence resulted from problems concerning culture,
languages, work ethics and economics and was never handled in a way that
overcame racid prgudice. When problems arose the foreigner ,,would then be
sent directly home“'%® There were a few reasons why the SED did not or was
unable to address these problems between foreigners and its citizens. On the one
hand, the SED fdt no responghbility for the wel-being of the foreigners and
therefore, it did whatever it wanted with them. Because foreigners were seen as
replacegble economic invesments it was easest to get rid of them if problems
arose. The SED adso could not acknowledge that a German had been the cause of
a conflict because such an acknowledgement would have ddegitimized its
ideology. According to the SED Eagt Germans were nonviolent and non-racist
who looked upon foreigners as their brothers.

The racism expressed by East Germans was a problem that spanned all
generations. Frau K., a German woman who worked for the Kulturbund (Culture
Society)® in the GDR, told of the Mozambican workers that she had had contact
with and befriended in the early 1980's. She described the good reationships she
had had with the Mozambicans she encountered, how they came over for dinners
on the weekends and how they were good to her children. Her children, however,
garted getting harassed in school and caled Negerschlampe (Negro duts) because

of thar contact with Africans. This racit tendon between the children was

17 pid., 285.
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recognized by the SED and in the end, Frau K. was reprimanded for having too
much contact with foreigners and for dlowing her children to be put in danger.
She was told that ,The foreigners are here to work! And so it came out: the
foreigners should work here, go to bed, deep and work again, and as a result they
get their sdad“'!° Foreigners were solely an economic interest and *Solidarity’
was a sham.

These persond accounts reved the multiplicity of reations between
foregners, Germans and officid ideology. Some Gemans redized that the
ideology was a sham and worked persondly to improve relations with foreigners.
Others were disaffected by ideology and continued their racism. At the officid
level SED ideology promoted anti-racism, yet racism was not punished. The SED
trested foreigners like economic invesments ingead of communist brothers, they
kept foreigners working and traded them in when problems arose. The SED
clamed to be a democracy, but discourse regarding officid ideology and societad
problems was not tolerated in public due to the totditarian nature of the SED. All
these contradictions and inconsigencies in the GDR tolerated and promoted
racism.

2.4 The Other Others

It was not only foreigners who were discriminated against. The presence
of Jews in society was not recognized in post-World War |1 East Germany and as
a result, prgudice aganst Jews aso continued. Questions concerning Jews in the

GDR surrounded different issues than questions concerning Africans or Savs, but

110 Bernd Broeskamp, “Fiir Hoyerswerde ist das wichtig,” 69.
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the redity of discrimination againgt these various groups of people was consgtent.
Here | will only focus on the genera iacism that was fet by Jews in the GDR in
order to give a broader perspective of the socid dtuation. The state of Jewish
affairs in the GDR is another case where racism was tolerated and solidarity was
not embraced by the East Germans. 1945 was declared by the SED as a new
beginningg no racism, no anti-Semitism, no impeidism ad no fasciam.
Therefore, Jawish hisory began anew as wel and Jews were ,in no way [...]
disinguished from other GDR ditizens™**! The Nicht-Reden-Uber-Juden (no
discusson about Jews) policy meant an excluson of Jews in society. There was
“in the East German press and literature no Jews, only Jewish people or Jewish
citizens [..] that [Jew] was ill consdered a swear-word. That is definitely anti-
Semitism”*'? By making the word ‘Jew’ taboo the SED was reinforcing its socia
perception of Jews. There were a few people who tried to discuss the Jewish
problem, but they were promptly punished. Paul Merker was one of these people
and because of his efforts in the mid-1950's to start didogue about the Holocaust
and East Germany’s need to reconcile the past, he was imprisoned. Similar
events, which were mentioned in the firg chapter, were successful in bascaly
eiminating further discusson of Jewsin the GDR and making it a*‘norrissue.’

Other incidents showed the presence of anti-Semitism in the GDR. During
the 1950s and 1960's, the presence of right-extremist groups that modeled the
Nazi SS increased. The SS was the dite defense squadron of the Nazi army.

These extremist groups not only atacked SED members, who they often clamed

11 Marianne K rueger-Potratz, Ander ssein gab es nicht, 61.
112 1hid., 60.
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were Jewish or heavily influenced by Jews, but dso painted schools and factory
wdls with swasika sgns saying Juden raus (Jews out).!'® These acts mirrored
Nazi atacks on communists and Jews. In 1966, anti-Semitic riots broke out in
Quendlinburg, where a band of 20 youths, some of whom were members of the
Freie Deutsche Jugend (Free German Youth),!'* chanted “Jews out!”, “We need
firawood again”, and “Die Jews”'® These neo-fastist activities were labeled as
Rowdytum (hooliganism) by the SED and little was done to stiop them. Because a
number of the youths involved in this hooliganisn were FDJ members, the FDJ
conceived of a drategy to ded with the violent youth groups, the drategy was
consstent with SED poalitics

1. All casss of hodliganism and the formation of armed gangs

should be recorded. 2. These people should be connected in some

way with the West. 3. The subordinate groups should be exposed

and suggestions for minimizing the problem should be filed.**®

The events were not to be recognized as anti-Semitic, nor was any
recognition given that these problems could have been indigated by redities in
the GDR. Instead, the West was blamed.

Besdes blaming the West for this hooliganiam, the SED directly linked
Jews to the West, which further complicated the accusations because of the SED’s
drong anti-capitdist rhetoricc. A GDR made-for-TV movie cdled Ohne Kampf

kein Seg (Without a Fight there is no Victory), which was aired by Duetschen

Fernsehfunk (German Tdevison Station) in the GDR in 1966, revolved around a

113 Harry Waibel, Rechsextremismusin der DDR, 28-30.

114 The Freie Deutsche Jugend (FDJ) wasthe official youth movement of the GDR. It was founded
in 1936 as an underground Communist movement in opposition to Hitler' srule.
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Jewish man who fled Germany during World War [I and returned in 1945 with
U.S. occupation troops. The movie connected Jews with American capitdist
interest in West Germany and West German reconstruction politics'’ By
prohibiting discusson about Jews in domedtic politics and linking Jews to the
enemy, the SED indirectly tolerated and promoted anti-Semitism from the top
down. These examples show the connectedness of the SED’s nationa and foreign
policies and how they were both marked by anti- Semitism.

Anetta Kahane wrote more in-depth accounts of the anti-Semitism that she
encountered. As a child she became interested in her Jewish background and in
exploring her religion. One day she decided © wear the Star of David to school as
a symbol of her faith. Her parents were very much againg it and upon reaching
school she redized why. , Shortly after | encountered some of the kids from my
old schoal, they dated to tdl nasty, aggressve anti-Semitic Jew-jokes, which
they came up with in an amazingly quick manner consdering the stuation.
When a girl asked her why she was wearing a Star of David, Kahane responded
that she was Jewish. The girl laughed and said that it couldn’t be true because
Kahane didn't look like a Jew. She didn't have black hair and a crooked nose.
Kahane encountered further racism when she visted a friend's house. When the
mother found out that Kahane was Jewish, she refused to give her lemonade aong
with the other children. “Ewa came back annoyed and told me that her parents,
both important socidist officids, didn't serve Jews in ther house™'® Ewa's

parents are a perfect example of the interaction between the racism tolerated from
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the top and the racism dready present a the bottom of GDR society. As officids,
her paents had to uphold the SED’s ideology of anti-racism, but this
contradictory ideology adlowed for manifestation of persond prgudice. Officidly,
,There was no anti-Semitism anywhere in the GDR anyways, ad Judaism had to
do with rdatives“?° If the SED sad it was o, then it must be true. But redlity
dictated otherwise. This redity ddegitimized the SED’s politica rhetoric for Jews
and al others who experienced prgjudice and racism.

The intolerance and racism towards Soviets, Savs and Jews, dong with
the generd disrust that the SED felt towards them, had deep effects on GDR
society, especidly among youth. The SED’s ideologicd counter-politics were
ineffective and racisn perssed, which produced right-extremiam. The mgority
of young people in the GDR, regardless of ther socidist upbringing, did not fed
connected to society and rebelled. This rebelion took the form of a reversa of
SED ideology in the form of raciam. In 1959, 200 extremist groups with 2,000
members were broken up by authorities. Over one-third of those arrested were
FDJ members. Even though this is a smal number of people publicly involved in
extremism, it is ggnificant because the presence of these groups chdlenged SED
ati-racis ideology. In the mid-1960's crimind datidics increased dramaticaly
dong with the influx of foregners to the GDR.**! In response, the SED increased
its anti-fascigt rhetoric and its military control. The SED damed complete
separation and nonrespongibility for crimes of the Nazi regime and for any

possibility of continued effects of Nazi propaganda among the German people.
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This ideology, which the SED used in trying to counter and prevent these socid
problems, can be seen didtinctively in education and politics. These two dements
influenced and connected SED national and foreign policy, in an attempt to
dabilize the SED’'s dam to omniscience, while toleraing racism on both the

nationd and internationd leve.

2.5 Rhetoric in Education

Education was an inditution that revolved around SED ideology and
rhetoric and avoided handling issues of racism. Topics such as fascigm, anti-
imperidism, and solidarity were discussed usng datic rhetoric that did not
develop with the emergence of new Bsues or topics of concern. Racia problems
were never recognized nor dedt with, which led to a divison between the letter
and soirit of the dictatorship. This section will atempt to provide further
understanding of how rhetoric was used to govern society, enabling the topic of
racism to be shut out of discussons, while tolerating its presence in society.

The education of GDR youth provided the bass for the societd Sructure
by inundating students with ideology in every subject, leaving sudents little room
for dissent. This rhetoric was based on the concept that the world was divided into
two groups. friends and foes. Those who supported the sociaist class struggle and
were antifascists were friends. Those who did not support socidism were
enemies. The world was drawn out in black and white, with ideologicad answers
to al questions. Raciam in the GDR was never fought againg using education as

ammunition, which left it to develop as aresult of fear, ignorance and rebelion.
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Education was used directly by the date as an indrument for the
ideological indoctrination of the population. The purpose of eementary education
was to give a base for further ideologicd training, while indoctrinating patriotism
and an underdanding of socidism. In the Protokoll der Wissenschaftlichen
Konferenz zu Fragen der Politisch-Moralischen Erziehung in der Unterstufe
(Protocol for the Scholarly conference Regarding the Question of Politica-Mora
Educetion a the Elementary Leve) from 1961, the goa of dementary education
was presented. , The purpose of dementary education is to etablish in the firg
four years of school a solid foundation for understanding the development of
socidism, which is the bass for further education and practica jobs that require
knowledge, ability, skills, discipline and specific behavior“'*?> The main focus of
geography for classes £4 was that it led to ,,an important contribution to patriotic
education...The students should learn about their homeand and its beauty and
learn to love it.**?® This love for the fatherland was the basis for later lessons on
hatred of non-communigts. In the geography curriculum for classes 510, the god
was that ,,students should be educated to detest and hate imperidists. They should
fed a connection with the peoples in Africa and Latin America, who are exploited
by imperidism, as wel as the suppressed classes in the USA and for ther party,
which isjust and struggling. 124

Not only was solidarity taught, but so was intense hatred and detetation
towards societies that were different. This crested a clear us-versus-them

paradigm for students. Petriotism and solidarity were learned by students, with a

122 \inisterium fir Bildung, Jugend und Sport des L andes Brandenburg, Freundschaft!, 192.
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specificaly tallored higory to support these sentiments. Higtory classes were
meant to educate sudents in the development of socidism. The classes
highlighted the higtoricd cdass druggle and the victory of socidian over
capitdism, which was the bass for ideologicad concepts such as proletarian
internationdism and patriotic solidarity. This propaganda was meant to ensure the
loydty of young people to the GDR, but it easly could have had the opposte
effect. Many GDR citizens learned to disrust the dictatorship because of its
hypocrisy. Citizens who distrusted the government could wel have reversed SED
ideology as a form of rebdlion. Instead of feding solidarity towards foreigners,
they could have hated foreigners as a 9gn of hating their government. Evidence of
this is seen in the right-extremiam of a minority of GDR youth and in the accounts
of people like Kahane and Frau K.

The politicd ideology of the SED crested new terms to express an
atificid rdationship between East Germany and the rest of the world. Politica
terms such as proletarian internationadlism and solidarity were the bass of SED
ideology, but had no actud connection to everyday life. They were impersond
terms that were implemented from the top down.'®® In everyday life East Germans
rardy had a persond experience that could be characterized by either term except
in the classsoom. Here the SED mandated that students learned about their foreign
communist brothers, learned foreign languages, had officidly regulated contact
with foreigners, and did projects to ad in the fight agangt imperidism. The SED

believed by persondly experiencing the intended effects of the ideology, students

125 Christiane Griese and Helga Marburger, Zwischen Inter nationalismmus und Patriotismus:
Konzepte des Umgangs mit Fremden und Fremdheit in den Schulden der DDR (Frankfurt: Verlag
fuer Interkulturelle Kommunikation, 1995), 42.
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would continue life with an undergtanding of how to be good socidigts. Children
were taught that they could find answers to their concerns and questions within
the ideologica tenets of socidiam.

One of the mog important terms in the cassoom, proletarian
internationalism, was defined as follows ,The specfic underlying principle of
proletarian internationdism is the union of workers in dl countries and nations in
a fight agang capitdist exploitation and suppresson and for the condruction of
socidist and communist societies“!?® In support of this ideology, students learned
about the higory and culture of fdlow socidist countries. They were required fird
and foremost to learn Russan, which was conddered the world language, the
language of socidism and the most important language for trede. English and
French were dso offered in some schools so GDR sudents could establish a
feding of solidarity with and hdp support the communig fight over imperidism
in other countries. 127

The concept of equdity taught in East German classrooms was a particular
congdruct that mixed Karl Marx's theory of cdass wafare with Stdinism. Marx's
theory divided the world into two groups the proletariat and the bourgeoise. The
proletariat propagated equdity of condition, which the bourgeocise worked
agang. Under Stainism, these two categories were renamed ‘friends and
‘enemies. The theory of equdity taught by the SED defined the communids, or
proletariat, as friends and equas and the non-communiss as bourgecise and

enemies. Because this concept of equality was based on the idea of equality of

126 Christiane Griese, Zwischen I nter nationalismus, 38.
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condition, it tolerated racid discrimination. Max's description of the world
highlights this racism. “Just as it [the bourgeoise] made the country dependent on
the towns, s0 it has made barbarian and semi-barbarian countries dependent on
the divilized ones...”'?® Children were being taught in the dassoom that the
world was divided and that some people were less equa because of their culture,
politics or skin color. All communigts, however, were friends and equds
According to the SED, dl sudents needed to learn ,,about ideas of equaity and
inequdity and the gpplication of vaues, not only to enable the assessment of the
postive gtuation of ones own materid living dtuation, but sSmultaneoudy to
assess inequaity abroad“'?® In stating that dl friends were equa, the SED was
able to circumvent potentia questions of inequdity within its own country.

Because of the ideology of equdity between dl socidist brothers,
problematic differences between socidist countries and nationdities were not
discussed. All peoples had the same communig vaues, lived under the same
danger from capitaism and lived the same kind of life'® The potentia problems
of ethnic inequdity or conflict were played down through ideology based on non
ethnic concepts, such as politicd solidarity. This resulted in policy which turned
its back to higtoric problems and left them unresolved. Middle Eastern countries
were portrayed, with the European socidist countries, as being in the same camp;
Conflicts between these countries were not acknowledged. They were dl equd

and fighting under the same ideology. “If ever nationd differences were

128 K arl Marx, “The Class Struggle,” in Culture and Consciousness: Perspectives in the Social
Sciences (New York: Georg Braziller, 1967), 80.

129 Christiane Griese, Zwischen I nter nationalismus, 63.
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mentioned in GDR schools, they were minimized“*3! The most important of the
‘equa’ countries was Russia, the liberator from German Nazi rule. In textbooks,
the Soviet Union was dways referred to as the best friend of the German people.
This lack of discusson concerning cultural differences presented a huge problem
for those Germans who actudly came in contact with foreigners, redized ther
culturd differences and the error in SED ideology, and did not understand how to
be tolerant.

In juxtgpogtion to friendship between communigts, hatred of enemies was
propagated. The class struggle permitted this hatred, because of the black and
white picture it painted of the world; Those who didn't support the proletarian
dgruggle fought againg it. These enemies were in foreign countries, but dso had
the potentia of being insde the GDR; they were the opponents of socidism and
unpatriotic. Fremde (drangers or outsders) was not only an ideologicd definition
associated with the enemy, but it was dso a moral construct. Outsiders were seen
as comprised of negative dements of the human character. They were lazy and
abnormd.»*2 As the curriculum for the eight grade dictated, “For the enemies of
our worker-peasant state there is no freedom.”*3® This concept of an enemy was
drictly adhered to in education and was the bass for the politicd congtruction of
the SED- one that atempted to get rid of dl enemies, both insgde and outsde of
the GDR. Outsders were identified not only as those who opposed socialiam, but

oveadl as those who were different. This condruct of the enemy, as anyone who

131 1pid., 73.
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133 1hid., 162.



80

did not fit the drict definition of a patrioic German communist, promoted
intolerance, prejudice and alowed for racism.

Anti-fascism (which induded anti-racism) was another concept that was
highly developed in the classoom. Racism was presented as a phenomenon of the
capitdist/imperidis  countriess a congtruct that enabled sudents to distance
themsdves from the topic. Dictatorship was dso maked as a capitdigic
characterigtic and an dement of fascism. In the classroom, fascism was connected
to the history of Nationa Socidism and to the current United States and students
reed literature highlighting racism in the U.S. To prove ther own tolerance
children were ingructed to sing songs like Uber allem strahlt die Sonne (The Sun
Shines over Everyone), which is about peace-loving children of the world who are
of dl different colors®** In 1959 the lesson plan for the first grade’s celebration
of ‘World's Children Day’ dated, “We mantan friendship with dl children; the
happy children of our homedand; the children of other countries different skin
colors, different clothes, different languages, foreign sounding names“**® A two
sded world was taught to the children- one in which they should accept dl
children, yet hate those who could be termed enemies or fascigs. This rhetoric of
anti-fasciam dlowed future generations in the GDR to develop prgudices and
racism, because of the contradictions in the ideology and its remova from redlity.
All of these issues from internationd solidarity to equdity to anti-fasdsm in
educetion, are direct reflections of how the SED was trying to control East

German society.

134 Chrigtiane Griese, Zwischen Internationalismus, 178.
135 1hid., 180.
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All of this ideology was legitimized by the verson of World War |l
hisory that the SED promoted. A close read of a sixth grade history textbook
published in 1961 highlights the nationd and patriotic rhetoric that was used to
recount higory and legitimize the GDR. Throughout the history of World War |,
workers were highlighted as the victors, with al socidigs rebuilding Germany
shoulder to shoulder.*® It was German militarists, imperidists and fascists who
were responsble for the war- “the German workers could not have prevented
it"!3" The war criminds were not regular Germans, they were large landholders
or capitalists and these people were punished after the war. Without responsibility
for what had happened, German socidists and anti-fascists could be free of guilt
and dart a new country that was completely free of fasciam and capitdism. Jews
were portrayed as fighters againgt fascism both in the ghettos and in concentration
camps, but they were not highlighted as victims. Ingtead, the German people as a
whole had been victims'®® The Soviet amy was depicted as the ultimate victor
dongdde the German socidigts. “With thar heroic fight the Soviet Union freed
the German people from fascism ' After the war the textbook claimed that
Soviet soldiers, engineers and technicians worked next to Germans to rebuild
Germany. The United States was labeled the enemy with the various efforts of the
United States, such as the bombing of Berlin, depicted as hindrances to the Soviet

efforts at liberation. 1%° Lastly, a negative picture of West Germany was painted in

136 | ehrbuch fiir Geschichte der 6. Klasse der Oberschule (Berlin: Volk und Wissen Volkseigener
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textbooks. “As under fascism, the communist party is forbidden and pecifists are
persecuted and locked in prison.“*** As Otto Grotewohl, Minister President of the
GDR in the 1950's, sad, “An old dream is redized: the unity of the German
working dass“'*?> This workers nation was the bass of a successful and
revolutionary country that would stand as a modd for the rest of the world. All
evidence that went againg this ideologicdly congtructed verson of history, such
as the war crimes of the Soviets, absence of active resstance to Nazis and the
presence of Nazis in post-war East Germany, was systematicaly excluded.

This brief overview of the content of GDR education highlights the
ideology and atificidly constructed redity that was taught to studerts in order to
legitimize the nationa and foreign politics of the SED and to present the GDR as
the antithess of the fascis Nazi regime. Higory, socid sudies, geography and
even musdc classes were inundated with socidist rhetoric so as to further the
indoctrination of students. Redlity was covered up and education became one of
the man tools in condructing this ided image of GDR society and politics. From
a young age, children were indoctrinated with very strong political ideology that
often contradicted itsdlf, yet dlowed no opportunity for the recognition of these
contradictions. This led to a very digant relationship between the SED and the
people, in which most people redized the hypocritica ideologica rhetoric of the
party, but played the game of being a good cbedient citizen and staying quiet. The

intolerance, prgudice and racism that was never dedt with from the twelve years

141 1pid., 184.
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of fascist Nazi rule reinforced the separation between the party and the people and
theillegitimacy of the SED’srule.

2.6 Rhetoric for Foreign Palicy

Political speeches became a principle mode for the SED to broadcast its
ideology domedticdly and internationdly in an atempt to improve the GDR's
public image This meant not only glorifying the GDR, but vilifying West
Germany and the United States. Politicd speeches and documents concerning
racism used a daic, formulaic and ideologica approach smilar to the approach
used in education. They acknowledged the anti-racism of the GDR and accused
its enemies of fasdiamn while ignoring or denying domedic and internationd
gtuations that contradicted SED ideology. SED rhetoric was formulated more for
the protection of its image rather than for the economic or socid development of
East Germany.

Politicd gpeeches given by GDR pdliticans dl had much the same
message. Speeches discussed the GDR and its place in the world, concentrated on
the importance of the German workers date and emphasized the SED’s fight
agang fascian. The GDR's rdationship with the Sovit Union was ds0
highlighted. The successful efforts of the GDR to edtablish a racismfree society
were pointed out in contradidinction to the harmful fascit and imperidist
policies of the United States or West Germany. The GDR was dways presented in
a posgtive light, as an activis date fighting for the good of humanity. This

politica approach was a defensve method during a time of internationa politica
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indability and the threst of the Cold War, when the GDR was fighting for
legitimacy next to its brother state, the Federal Republic of Germany.

On the birth date of the GDR, October 11, 1949, Prime Minister Wilhelm
FPeck identified the threst to the GDR's legitimacy in his inaugurd speech. He
dedicaied himsdf to fulfilling the GDR's obligaions under the Potsdam
Agreement,**® which induded making reparations for the war and securing the
country’s peaceful development in the world, and highlighted the main hindrance
to this progress. “We must creste throughout the whole of Germany the
conditions necessary for the fulfillment of these obligations and seek to put an end
to the policies beng pursued in the west of Germany, by means of which the
forces of fastian and militaism ae agan winning the upper hand and
preparaions are being made for further aggresson.”** This aggression, according
to the GDR, was taking the form of a close connection between Washington and
Bonn, the cepitd of the FRG. Bonn's fird ruling paty was the Chrigian
Democratic Union, a conservative party, and in response the SED accused the
FRG of supporting a movement “to gether together dl rightwing radica, Nazi and
neo-Nazi forces under the CDU/CSU..."*** The rdationship between Bonn and
the West had dso opened up the posshility for future West German membership

in the European Defense Council. The GDR used this politica rdationship to

143 The Potsdam Agreement was an agreement on policy for the occupation and reconstruction of
Germany and other European nations after World War 1. It was drafted and adopted by the USSR,
USA and UK, at the Potsdam Conference between July 17 and August 2, 1945.

144 GDR Committee for Human Rights, Allies in the Struggle Against Racism (Berlin: GDR
Committee for Human Rights, 1971), 67.
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characterize the FRG as an enemy date, which further supported its clam as the
legitimate ate for the German people.

Public paticipation in the fight agang raciam was criticd for internetiond
legitimecy & a time when the world was druggling with discrimination and
racian. The GDR played this cad like other countries by &ffirming its
dedication to the fight againg racism. This was the same technique used by
countries like the U.S,, only the GDR had a specific advantage. It could make sure
that the redity of raciam in the GDR was not broadcast dong with its politicd and
ideologicd clams. From the early 1950s onward the interaction between racism
and anti-racism in the world was changing. The American cvil rights movement
and South African apatheid were two of the mos visble and influentid anti-
racis campaigns. The GDR, however, was not visbly active in dther of these
movements. In 1965 an important internationd initiative regarding raciam
occurred, in which the GDR participated. The Internationd Convention on the
Elimination of dl Forms of Racid Discrimination (ICERD), sponsored by the
United Nations Human Rights Commission, was signed on December 21, 1965. A
further initiative on the part of the UN, an Internationa Year of Action to Combat
Racism and Raciad Discrimination, was declared for 1971. The GDR took these
opportunities to present an edaborate agenda for fighting racism. A GDR
Committee for Human Rights was edablished and held a conference in Berlin on
April 27, 1971. Conference paticipants comprised of members from multiple
organizations in the GDR, incuding representatives from the Association of

Jewish Communities in the GDR, the Council of the Free German Youth, the
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Union of German Journdids, the GDR Peace Council, the GDR League of
Friendship Among the Peoples and the Union of Democratic German Women.
Even though participants in the conference were not dl SED organized groups,
the same measures of sdlf-censorship and politica propaganda were exercised by
each one of them. All speeches at the conference contained the same concerns and
issues and cdled for the same action. This tedtifies to the formulaic gpproach with
which the SED devised its rhetoric and policies. This gpproach provided a unified
and strong image of the GDR to be broadcast.

Two very important eements were present in the presentations of the
participants a the conference. The firs was the prominence given to the success
of the GDR in combating racism. The second was the falure of the FRG and the
United States regarding the dimination of racism and their hypocrisy in
promoting foreign policies that contradicted their domestic politics. The remarks
delivered by Dr Henrich Toeplitz the charman of the GDR Committee on
Humean Rights, highlighted the GDR’s commitment to the fight againgt raciam.

The socidit German nationad date... unreservedly supports the

objective of this Internationd Year of Srruggle The anti-

imperidis  forces regard the fight againg racism and racid
discrimingtion as an important dement of the worldwide struggle

for peace and against the policy of aggression by imperiaism.*4®

The principles of the anti-Hitler codition [...] have in the GDR

been made the firm foundatiion of the country’s domegtic and

foreign policdes [...] Imperidisn and militaism have been

eradicated. The evil spirit of Nazism and warmongering are in our

country a violaion of the conditution and subject to crimind
prosecution [...] Our young generdion is brought up in the spirit

146 GDR Committee for Human Rights, Alliesin the Struggle, 5.
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of peace and solidarity with the peoples fighting for ther freedom
and independence**’

It is important to mention that the antifascig principles and the diminaion of
racid discrimination that Toeplitz mentioned did take place in one respect: in the
formation of rhetoric. Rhetoric was free of racist and intolerance terminology, but
the ideds conveyed through this rhetoric were not redized. Toeplitz adso
emphasized the problematic and dangerous politics of the U.S. and the FRG.

For precticdly ten years now the USA has been conducting a

savage war agang the heroic people of Vietnam, who are fighting

for their freedom. [...] US warfare is marked by a systematic

violaion of human rights on a massve scde [...] Through close

dliance with the gpartheid regime, whose practices are an ominous
reminder of the dark night of Nazism, the [FRG] tries to gan

access to nuclear weapons. 248
The politics surrounding Vietnam and South Africa were highlighted as examples
of the militarigic policies of the West. The GDR was fighting agang these
policies under the name of communism, thus atempting to prove the superiority
of the communigt bloc.

The U.S. court trid in 1970 of Angela Davis, a black woman and a
communis, was dso a lage topic of discusson. She was charged with
conspiracy, kidngpping and homicide due to her aleged participation in an
attempted prison-escape.

The shameful trid now being indigated by the ruling cirdes of the

United States againgt the colored communis Angda Davis throws

a glaing light on racig teror in the USA [...] Like dl saunch

peace patisans everywhere, the GDR declared its solidarity with
the noble aims of this young democrat.'4°

7 1pid., 10.
148 GDR Committee for Human Rights, Alliesin the Struggle, 6-7.
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The discussion then turned to neo-Nazism in the FRG.

It must be said that the West German Federal Government misses

no opportunity to protect the neo-Nazis and to belittle the spread of

Nazism and neo-Nazim in the [FRG]. In this connection it is one

of the mehods of the West German Government to put

Communigts and Nazis on the same levd and lump them together

under the labdl of left and right extremists, **°
This was refered to as a “defamdaion of Communists, who fight
uncompromisingly against any manifetation of neo-Nazism”*®'  Communists
were highlighted as victims of capitdig fascism in ther fight agang raciam,
smilar to African Americansin the United States.

In dl the condemnation of enemy palitics the speskers a the GDR
Conference for Human Rights in 1971 were very caeful to meke clear the
diginction between GDR and FRG palitics. Dr Toeplitz gated, “I wish to make it
quite clear once more that there are no so-cdled inner-German relaions and that
there never will be any.”**? This separation was important because of the common
higory that the two countries shared. The GDR denied the presence of fascism
and racism, regjected culpability for Nazi atrocities and declared itsdf a ‘People’s
Democrecy’. The SED clamed that as racism and fascism were exclusvely in
West Germany. However, the SED was aware that the same clams could be
brought againg itsalf and therefore, the SED took cautious measures to try and

prevent public accusations of racism. As a military dictatorship the SED punished

any clams or acts againg itsideology and palitics.
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In order to further bolster the podtion of the GDR, images of solidarity
and anti-racigt activism within the GDR were presented by dl the organizations.
The Charman of the Afro-Adan Solidarity Committee of the GDR talked about
the schoolbooks that the GDR had sent to liberated territories throughout the
world, as wdl as literay publications for African natons that were beng
published in the GDR. Such examples of intenationd solidarity and anti-
colonidism provided the bass for growing friendship between the Afro-Adan
peoples and the GDR. “This organized fight against racism contributes towards
the ideologica development of our own people and towards combining peatriotic
pride and solidarity with genuine internationaism.”*°3

A dggnificant affirmation was made by the Presdent of the Association of
Jewish Communities in the GDR, who cdamed that “racism and anti-Semitism
have been completely wiped out. Here, we have genuine equdity, whatever a
person’s religion or outlook on life”*** This assertion was pefedly in line with
SED ideology, but not with redity, and indicates the supeficdity of the
conference. The purpose of the conference was not to esablish a stronger
community to fight racism, but raher to glorify the GDR. Ingead of
acknowledging the continuation of problems of intolerance and anti-Semitiam in
the GDR the Presdent denied it, thereby tolerated their continuation. Another
example was voiced by the Vice Presdent of the GDR Peace Council who sad

thet,

153 GDR Committee for Human Rights, Alliesin the Struggle, 19-20.
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The cultivation of genuine internationd friendship between Black,

Ydlow and White is a living redity in our country. [...] The firg

project to be financed with the funds raised by our evangdica

church communities will be the printing and purchese of

schoolbooks to help with organizing an educationd service in the

liberated territories of the former Portuguese colonies. Other

projects we have in mind ae financid assdance with the

edablishment of a public hedth service and to pay for medicd

drugs and other smple things*>°

This humenitarian view of the GDR was usgful in daming the GDR's
vaue in the world, but it was only a portion of the truth. The East Germans “must
pay a few maks every month for solidarity, which were collected by the union.
For most people it was pretty forma and set and there was no specific information
about how the money was being spent“*® This money was supposed to go
towards acts of solidarity, such as the printing of textbooks for the third world.
However, the money was never publicly accounted for and it was speculated that
this solidarity money often went towards politicd propaganda or secret military
initiatives that secured communist interests during the Cold War. Smdl acts, such
as those mentioned at the conference, were made symbolic proof of solidarity, but
in redity they were few and far between. The SED’s humanitarian and pacifist
image was complicated by the communigs fight, both politicd and militarigtic,
agang cepitdiam. In the end, this rhetoric ddegitimized SED politics and left
socia and palitica problemsin the GDR unanswered.

The speeches from this conference are perfect examples of SED foreign

policy rhetoric. By concentrating on a two-sded world, one of friends and
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enemies, the SED presented itsdf as the legitimaie German date. Its foreign
policy was based on its need to legitimize its politics, not on its dedre to act on its
ideology. The rhetoric was formulac and devoid of redity. In actudity the Nazi
past was shoved into history and the consequences of Nazi deology was not dedlt
with. Jews were forced to forget their religious and culturd identity and the
arocities committed agangt them by the Nazis Government policies labeed
certain people as lesser and dangerous. Foreigners were kept separate from
Germans and ther living and working conditions were comparable to those of
dave labor. The SED organized society on the basis of distrust of foreigners and
without any recognition of the culturd differences of these people. Solidarity and
anti-racism came through srongly in rhetoric but were a hoax in practice. The
SED atempted to legitimize its foregn and nationd politics, yet in doing o, it
sysematicdly denied racia problems that resulted from its policies. Because SED
rhetoric never addressed and condemned these problems in GDR society, it

tolerated and even promoted them in its domestic and foreign policies.
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Chapter 111
American Racism in Communist Propaganda

The Cold Wa was marked by a druggle on both sdes for politica
legitimacy and success. Both camps wanted to secure and support their foreign
interests, yet both had to ded with certain questions of legitimacy. For the GDR,
it was a quedtion of the legitimacy of communism and the divison of Germany. It
was dso a quegttion of the GDR's immunity from Nazi influence of the past. The
SED created an ideology based on anti-racism to answer these questions and to
prove the GDR's legitimacy on the internationd sage. The SED’s Cold War
politics, based on anti-racist rhetoric, revea a desperate atempt to deegitimize
the enemy. In conjunction with highlighting its own anti-racist ideology, the SED
used racigm in America as evidence to prove the danger of its enemy. This
chapter attempts to reved the relationship between the SED’s anti-racist deology
and the role that racism played in Cold War palitics. It highlights the gtatic nature
of SED rhetoric and reveds two prevadent themes in East German media articles
about American racism: GDR solidarity and anti-fascism.  Furthermore, as the
exanple of American racism in SED propaganda shows, the role of racism in
Cold War poalitics played a defining role in both camps.

On April 5th, 1968 ligeners of Moscow TASS Internationd Radio Service
throughout the Soviet bloc received another of many reports reveaing the terror
rening in America “The assassndion of King is a new example of genocide

againg the black population of the United States”®®’ The death of Martin Luther

157 Moscow TASS International Service. , Nationwide Repercussions.” U.S. Foreign News Report
(henceforth cited as FNR), 5 April 1968. 12.
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King, a heo and martyr in the eyes of communists worldwide, the black
lynchings of the 1950s, the bombings of African American churches in the South;
the race riots of the North and increesng number of civil rights marches
throughout the United States were portrayed by communists as examples of
America’s falure in democracy. During the 1950s and 1960s a the height of the
Cold War, international awareness of American racism increased as African
Americans found a dronger public voice in fighting an unjust sysem. Examples
of racigan in Ameica were used by the communiss as ammunition in thar
internationd fight to delegitimize the West and legitimize ther own sysem. The
contradiction between the politics of freedom and democracy advocated abroad
by America and its racis and segregation policies a home was aso emphasized
by the SED. In exploiting this hypocrisy in American politicss, SED propaganda
portrayed the communist system of government as superior to American capitdist
democracy. It accused the U.S. government of being a totditarian dictatorship that
ruled from the top down, ignoring ctizen movements and punishing those who
gpoke againg the government. These accusations atempted to relieve the SED of
gmilar dlegations and to legitimize and bolgter its regime on the internaiona
levd. This shows the link between SED domestic and foreign politica rhetoric
and the hypocrisy and racism in both. The three main dements of SED rhetoric
highlighted in this chapter- its datic nature, solidarity and anti-fascism will be
examined in news reports on America and the civil rights movement in the SED
party newspaper, Neues Deutschland, and in various radio broadcasts. Officid

Eas German radio reports controlled by the SED will be andyzed dong with
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reports from Moscow Radio. Broadcasts from the two countries contain very
dmilar themes and rhetoric and because of holes in avalable reports from East

Germany, Mascow reportswill be used in order to gain afuller perspective.

3.1 Static Rhetoric

The communig media condructed an imege of the world usng factud
evidence, in which the United States was portrayed as a fascist, imperiaist power
that had to be fought againgt in order to protect the safety and security of the
world. Newspaper articles about America were written using key terms such as
fascism, genocide, barbaric imperidism and teror. Titles of aticles reved the
focus of SED media propaganda, with some driking examples being, “U.S. Police
Torture Negro Children,“**® “Hate and Terror rule Mississippi,“**° “Martin Luther
King Vicim of Inhumane System,*®° “Fascist Terror Rages“!®! ,For the USA-
an inhumane regime of power and terror.”**> Horrendous pictures of beaten black
civil rights demongtrators*®® a black puppet being hanged by white men,®* a

burning cross a a Ku Klux Klan ceremony in Alabama®®®

and a picture of a
terrorized black mother and child after the bombing of a Birmingham church®®

marked the pages of Neues Deutschland. Many of these articles headlined the first

158 US Polizisten foltern Negerkinder,“ Neues Deutschland (henceforth cited as ND), 9 July,
1963,

159 'Hass und Terror regieren Mississippi,“ ND, 12 July, 1964, 1.

160 “Martin Luther King Opfer eines Systems der Unmenschlichkeit,“ ND, 6 April, 1968, 6.

161 Faschistischer Terror Wiitet, ND, 10 April, 1968, 1.

162 Fiir den USA: ein unmenschliches Regime der Gewalt und des Terrors,“ ND, 10 April, 1968,
6.

183 1hid., 6.

164 'K onjunkturriickgang in USA“ ND, 25 Sep., 1957, 1.

185 'Wiesich die Bilder gleichen,“ ND, 13 July, 1963, 1.

166 K ennedys Tatenlosigkeit ermuntert Rassenhetzer,“ ND, 18 Sep, 1963, 1.



95

page, emphasizing the importance the SED placed on showing the evil of
America

Throughout the 1950's and 1960's the extremity of rhetoric in Neues
Deutschland did not change. The fascis terror that was growing from day to
day'®” in the 1950's was the same threat as in the late 1960s.1%® However, in the
midgt of the criticd and datic rhetoric of the GDR, two topics received varying
reports in SED propaganda. The firs was American attempts to correct its
erroneous policies, which SED propaganda portrayed as faled attempts that
increased in number during the 20 years. The second topic was the growing
drength of the civil rights movement. The progressve changes that took place in
U.S. government policies, such as the civil rights acts, were not recognized by
SED propaganda as progress, but rather as failures. In contrast to the negative
reports on American avil rights acts reports on the civil rights movement were
positive. The 1950s and 1960s saw a segquence of events that led to greater
freedom and equdity for African Americans. The ruling of Brown vs. Board of
Education in 1954, which made segregation in public schools illegd, the
admisson of James Meredith to the Universty of Michigan in September 1962,
the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 are examples of
important progressve seps. Very little was mentioned about any of these
developments in GDR media and when they were mentioned, they were adways

portrayed as failures.

167 Amerikas Neger sind Freiwild,“ ND, 13 Sep., 1957, 5.
168 Martin Luther King Opfer, 6.
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The Little Rock Nine, a group of nine African American school children
who findly gained admittance to Little Rock High in Arkansas in September
1957, is a good example of an important step towards equa schooling that SED
propaganda used againg the United States. All negative aspects of the Little Rock
incident were highlighted in Neues Deutschland. An article from September 25,
1957, entitled “USA- Police shoot at Negroes”'® portrayed the black students
who were admitted to the school as victims of beating and violence. While
violence did occur in Little Rock, there was no recognition in Neues Deutschland
aticles that these nine sudent were heroes of progress in the fight for equdity.
Falure of cooperation between the date and national governments to ensure
progress was aso highlighted. The Governor of Arkansas, Orva Faubus, refused
to folow ndiond law agang segregaion and sad, “the government in
Washington has absolutely no right to interfere in Little Rock.”*"® Faubus was a
prime example for SED propaganda of the typicad fascid, capitdit and
imperidigic politicians who were running the United States and who were the

enemies of communism. Eisenhower's “mild and careful”!’?

response to the Little
Rock incident showed the falure of the nationa government to act againgt racism.
Neues Deutschland mentioned the heroic efforts of African Americans to gan
equdity, but the SED branded dl efforts made by the U.S. government as doomed
to falure In characterizing such events as falures, the SED was minimizing the
importance and success of the civil rights movement in affecting change in the

democrétic sysem. The SED was accusng the U.S. of problems in its own

169 ' USA-Polizei schiefdt auf Neger,“ ND, 25 Sep, 1957,5.
170 | ja;

Ibid., 5.
" bid., 5.



97

society, so as to draw atention away from its falures. This theme in SED rhetoric
did not change during the first twenty years of its existence.

Another American dep towards progress that receved very negative
atention from the SED was the Civil Rights Act of June 19, 1964. This step
towards equdity for blacks was just another way, in the eyes of the SED, that the
United States was trying to improve its image while 4ill dlowing fascism to exis.
The SED was accusng the U.S. government of its own domestic problems. In a
Moscow TASS Radio broadcast on June 20, 1964 entitled Racists Hope to Impede
Rights Law, the negative aspects of the process were once again the foreground
for the atide. The “fierce dashes by fighters for civil rights with racgss” the
vote againg the bill by Republican presdentid nominee Senator Bary Goldwater
and the 100 amendments added to the hill after going through the Senate were key
to portraying the bill as a falure. It was the “longest debate in the higtory of the
U.S. Congress’ and “approvad of the civil rights bill shows that adoption of this
lav is a far cry from its redization”*’> The success of the Civil Rights Act
chdlenged SED ideology, which clamed the United States was fascist. According
to the SED, an act of anti-raciam, such as the Civil Rights Act, could not have
been passed by a racist government and therefore, the SED had to portray the
Act's success as an illuson. Had the Act been portrayed as a success for the U.S.
government, the SED would have opened the door to a discusson of the dynamics
of improvement in its own country. The date clamed to be omniscient and left no

occason for civil discourse. Discusson of politicd and societd improvement was

172 Moscow TASS International Service. , Racists Hope to Impede Rights Law.“ FNR, 20 June,
1964, 11-12.
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not cdled for by the totditarian dtate because it clamed that the GDR was
faultless

In support of communism, however, the SED could and did acknowledge
progress in the civil rights movement, a movement they portrayed as one based on
communist ideology. It saw the African American druggle for equdity as a
gruggle for a communist ided- equdity of condition. This equdity was based on
the principle that every citizen had the right to a job. The levd of poverty among
the black population showed the dire need for African Americans to have work.
“In the United States 20 percent of the entire populaion, around 37 million
Americans, are officidly conddered poor. The largest portion is the black
families™"® Capitdism was to blame. ,The Negroes are the hardest hit by the
soourge of the capitdistic socid order.”*™ The SED saw the black struggle for
freedom as a druggle againgt the cepitdist system that kept jobs from them. “The
discrimination againgt the Negro population penetrates every sphere of American
everyday life. It is especdly evident with the conditions of employment and
income*"® Therefore, African Americans were fighting against the United States
in the class sruggle that Marx and Engles had identified. The dass sysem under
U.S. capitalism had kept blacks from obtaining jobs, which the SED saw as the
bass to equdity. This characterization of white American racism towards African
Ameicans made light of the prgudice and daly discrimingion that African
Americans experienced. For the SED, racism had little to do with bdieving that a

group of people was lesser than it did with withholding jobs from people. By

173 \Wahlkampfthema: Biirgerrechte,“ ND, 25 July, 1964, 5.
174 'Pariasin Johnsons Wohlstandsstaat,“ ND, 10 April, 1968, 6.
175 1bid., 6.
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usng this definition, the SED deared itsdf of racigd accusations because it
provided jobs not only for adl Germans but adso for peoples disadvantaged by
colonidism.

The povety that African Ameicans lived in, the racism that they
experienced and the lack of democratic rights given to African Americans were
conddered crimes under communism. As Heinrich Toeplitz, the charman of the
GDR Committee on Human Rights, announced at a meeting of the United Nations
in 1971, “In the GDR there are no classes or sections of the population who are
interested in expansion and oppression or in the exploitation of other peoples. [...]
the bourgeois demand for equdity of dl humans- whatever their race- can only be
fulfilled under socidism. For here racism has been abolished at its degpest roots
with the disappearance of class antagonism.”*’® According to the SED, universd
employment solves racism. The civil rights movemeat was the only dgn of
progress that SED propaganda recognized in its portrayd of the United States, yet
even this acknowledgement was made through communist bias. The civil rights
movement was depicted as a sruggle towards communism and as supportive of
communist ideology, but the red issues of deegp-seated racia prejudice and socia
reform addressed by the movement were purposefully omitted in Neues
Deutschland reports.

3.2 Solidarity

The most prominent theme in SED propaganda concerning the U.S,, and

the one that developed the most over the 20 years, was solidarity between the

176 GDR Committee for Human Rights, Alliesin the Struggle, 10,20.
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GDR and African Americans. The theme of solidarity was vitd in order to show
that communists were united in oppostion to the western world and that they
were winning batles in the Cold War. Any disagreement within the communist
world would endanger the communist struggle because the struggle was based on
an ideology that was removed from redity and enforced by totditarian regimes
Any chdlenge to the sysem would bresk it down by reveding the supeficidity
of the regimes and ther ideology. As a result, the regimes relied on a dictated
united front as their main clam to legitimacy and strength.

Through the ideology of proletarian internationdism, the SED portrayed
the civil rights movement as having been made possble by the rise of
communism and as a druggle for recognition of communist ideology in American
society. Leaders of the civil rights movement were portrayed as supporters of
communism and as opponents of Americas blanket anti-communis policies.
Oveadl, as damed by the SED, it was thanks to communism that the civil rights
movement was started and gained support through the 1960's. On August 27,
1963 the East Berlin Domestic Service broadcadt,

The sysem of suppressing Negroes has been so perfect and brutal

that a change in the baance of world power had to come, weakening

U.S. imperidism outsde its border, to give the American Negroes

the strength and courage to do what we have been witnessng now

for montfs...The socifeiist . countrigs t?%dher with young nationa

dates prevent this [American imperidiam].

According to SED propaganda, it was the socidigt victory in eastern Europe that

empowered African Americans to stand up to American tyranny and fight back.

177 East Berlin Domestic Service, , Negro Action to Climax in Freedom March,“ FNR, 27 Aug,
1963, 6.
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Communism was the victor. The irony of this dam is that the SED’s totditarian
dictatorship used smilar means of represson to those they were accusng the
United States of usng. Ther rise to power had launched a new form of
totaitarian represson in their own country.

Gus Hdl, the presdent of the Communist Party in the United States during
the Cold War, was a key figure in SED anti-American propaganda and was often
quoted as being one of the only U.S. paliticians who held the American presdent
respongble for racid terror in the United States. In a gpeech given to ‘millions of
Americans in September 1963 Gus Hal spread the rhetoric of communist
propaganda throughout the United States and was venerated for it by the SED.
Hall pronounced that

There must be measures to liquidate the Ku Klux Klan, the rage of

white citizens, the American Nazi Paty and the Nationd Paty for

States Rights, as well as measures to discontinue racid terror. [...]

You, Mr. Presdent, cary persona respongbility for the life and

proper}¥8 of the American people who are threatened by this racid

terror.
Not only did the cvil rights movement hep to legitimize the SED's communist
foreign policy, but so did anti-communism in the U.S. In a news broadcast by
Moscow TASS Radio to Europe on June 14, 1963, the reporter highlighted a
gpeech made by Senator Russd, who was the charman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee. Russel was a Democrat from Georgia who perssently
fought agang the cvil rights movement and who clamed that Steps towards
desegregation and equd rights were evils brought about by communigs. This

accusation was a gift for communist propaganda. The radio reporter said,

178 K ennedys Tatenlosigkeit ermuntert Rassenhetzer,“ ND, 18 Sep., 1963, 1.
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Rusdl [...] described the timid measures planned by the

adminigtration to protect the civil rights of the Negro population as a

dep towads socidism and communism. This is a dgnificant

admisson. Without redizing it, the racig senaor confirms tha

genuine democracy and freedom for dl nationdities can be ensured

only by the most progressive socid system.

Southern racigs who used this argument againgt the civil rights movement ended
up providing more ammunition for the communis’s propaganda attacks againgt
the American government. This not only hdped communists discredit the United
Staes, but it dso hurt American foreign policy in countries where the U.S. and
Soviet powers were fighting for influence.

The Governor of Georgia from 1941-1943, Eugene Tdmadge, is another
example of a U.S. palitician who, in attacking communism, actudly provided the
communists with more ammunition. In his book You and Segregation (1955) he
wrote, “Too many things are being done in this country and by our country
because we keep looking back over our shoulders at the Communists. Who cares
what the Reds say?'1"® Could there be any dlearer sign of the immordity of racid
integration than its support by Communists? This accusation was perfect materid
for the communigs in order to confirm their cdam that support of racid
integration was purdy a communig principle and thus, only communism could
bring equaity to anation.

Civil Rights leaders, such as Martin Luther King and WEB DuBois, were
dso referred to as supporters of communism and the communist struggle againgt

American imperidism. WEB DuBois was an African American advocate for

black civil rights who joined the Communist Party, USA in 1961 a the age of 93.

17 Thomas Borstelmann, The Cold War, 108.
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The connection the SED made between the two was not incorrect. Martin Luther
King's respect for WEB DuBois, as well as his respect for certain communist
ideds gave the communigs an excuse to cdl him an avid supporter of
communism as wdl. On April 6, 1968 Neues Deutschland published a quote by
Martin Luther King that stated, “Dr. DuBois was a genius and a communist.” The
report also sad that Dr. King warned againgt a new witch-hunt of the “best sons
and daughters of America’ and said that the country should be more concerned
with a takeover by fastists and the politicd right!® King warned that the
country’s focus on eradicating communists in the U.S. was overlooking the red
threat. Statements like these were used by the SED to promote its agenda while
disregarding King's motives.

Martin Luther King was not a supporter of communism. Yet, he was dso
not a supporter of blanket anti-communism. King wrote in his essay Pilgrimage in
1957,

Communism had lad hold of certain truths which are essentid parts

of the Chrigian view of things, but [...] it had bound up with them

concepts and practices which no Chrigian could ever accept or

profess. Communism [...] should chadlenge every Chrigian [...] to a

growing concern about socid judice [..] Communism in theory

emphasized a clasdess society, and a concern for socia justice!®!
This acknowledgement of postive vaues in communism was used and distorted
by SED propaganda in order to portray Dr. King as a participant in communist
solidarity. In another article on November 11, 1968 Neues Deutschland declared

that, “We in the German Democratic Republic fed oursdves closdy comected

180 ‘Martin Luther King Opfer. 6.
181 Keith D Miller, Voice of Deliverance. The Language of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Its
Sources (New York: The Free Press, 1992), 101.



104

with Dr. Martin Luther King.” *#2 It is important here to note that Dr. King was
assassinated on May 4, 1968 and that this connection between King and the GDR
came after this death. This asociation of Martin Luther King with communiam is
another perfect example of how the SED manipulated evidence to try and prove
the legitimecy of its politics and defend its nationd and foreign policies agangt
accusations from the West.

Another dement of solidarity propaganda was the atention pad to the
theme for the March on Washington on August 28, 1963. “The basic dogan of the
March- freedom and jobs'®® was the same as the ideology of communism
freedom from fascigm, imperidiam and cgpitdism and jobs for everyone. It was
not only East Germany that supported African Americans, but dso felow
communist brothers in the United States. “Mgor sectors of the American people,
such as scientists, clergymen and workers, headed by the Communist Party, have
expressed  ther solidarity with the Negroes™®* This bond of solidarity
symbolized hope for the overthrow of the American regime and the creation of a
more peaceful world.

As the dvil rights movement grew in srength, the number of aticdes in
Neues Deutschland increased. Neues Deutschland reports became more in-depth,
highlighting more and more the fight of African Americans. Articdles about Martin
Luther King and the March on Washington were abundant with information

concerning the victimization of communigt supporters. This increase in atention

182 DieDollar- ,Demokratie-, System des Schreckens und der Barberei“ ND, 11 Nov, 1968, 6.

183 Moscow Domestic Service, , U.S. Negro March Shows Anti-Imperiaism,“ FNR, 30 Aug, 1963,
9.

184 East Berlin Domestic Service, , Negro Action to Climax in Freedom March,“ FNR, 27 Aug,
1963, 6.
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pad to communig solidarity and the gains of the civil rights movement reflected
the tense internationd gtuation. Conflicts like the Cuban Missle Criss and the
Vietnam War increased the SED’s need to drengthen and legitimize its ideology
and propaganda for the East German people, who on the whole were criticd and
skeptica of the SED. The SED dso had to counteract the progress being made by
the U.S. government in overthrowing American racis policies. In addition to
rhetoric which propagated proletarian internationalism and anti-racism, the SED
had to find aspects of its foreign policy that promoted these idedls and proved that
SED ideology was successful. The civil rights movement was a perfect example
for the SED to show the success of communist anti-racism and to delegitimize its

enemy. This propaganda put ‘racism’ at the forefront of SED foreign palitics.

3.3 Rhetoric of Anti-Fascism

The datic nature of SED rhetoric and the rhetoric of solidarity went hand
in hand with its rhetoric of anti-fascism. In order to prove its anti-fascism and its
Superiority over its enemy, the SED used every possible chance it had to try to
prove the fascism of the West. Racism in the United States provided the SED with
an opportunity to do this The U.S. government was a fascit government on
account of its racist senators, its lack of democracy and the absence of freedom.
One report stated, “The Washington leaders are too strongly linked with those
monopolig circles, which are too interested in the presarvaion of racid
discrimination to be able to act decisively.”'8 In another report the SED claimed,

“It is characteridic that the American authorities are not underteking any red

185 Moscow Domestic Service, , U.S. Negro March,* 8.
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measures to dop the excesses of racism, but limit themselves to declaratory
statements, which in fact leave the racists done”*®® These images of officidly
tolerated and supported racism were smilar to government-propagated racism of
the fascit Nazi regime. According to the SED, raciam, intolerance and inequality
were characteristics of the enemy, not the GDR.

Some of the mogt direct references to Nazi fascism in Neues Deutschland
were reports that linked the black ghettoes in American cities with Nazi
concentration camps.

Hence, we declare our solidarity with the 25 million American

Negroes incarcerated by the U.S. ruling cdasses in ghettoes in

conditions unworthy of human beings. In the 30s and 40s, we fought

agang the ghettoes set up in Europe by the Nazis. [...] Should we

keep slent about the ghettoes set up by the richest capitdist country

in the middle of its big dties, where millions suffer imprisonment in

black poverty because of their color?8’

On February 3, 1965 Neues Deutschland reported, ‘On the same day [Dr. King
was arested] 470 Negro children, who were demondrating outsde the
Courthouse n Selma, were arrested. As AP reported, the children were put into a
concentration camp.“188

The SED took this accusation of fascigm further and agpplied it to its
neighbor, the Federd Republic of Germany (FRG). By making a connection
between the ‘fascit’ American and FRG regimes, the SED was able to further
judtify its view that the FRG was an enemy date. Pictures in Neues Deutschland

were printed comparing the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) with demongrations by groups

186 Moscow TASS, , U.S. Racist Gangs Continue Excesses,“ FNR, Sep 19, 1957, 23.

187 East Berlin ADN Domestic Service, , King Lauded, Assassination Widely Condemned,“ FNR,
8 April, 1968, 5.

188 Dr. King verhaftet- KZ fir Kinder in Selma,“ ND, Feb 3, 1965, 1.
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of expdled Germans from Poland, who were demondraing for the return of
‘German’ land in Poland. The report said, “The organization representing Slesan
refugees is responsible for the flames which fill the night sky of Cologne. 100,000
members of the revisonig hae group cdled upon Miniser Schelthaus to order
the lynching of TV journdist Neven DuMont.”*®° This link between the KKK and
the expdled Polish-Germans supported the SED’s clam that dl old Nazis lived in
the West and that Bonn was just as much an enemy of the GDR as the United
States. The racism of FRG groups, like the raciam of the American KKK,
confirmed the presence of fasciam in the western world and the need for a strong
fight againgt these forces.

In an East Berlin Radio report on April 8, 1968, liseners were told, “It
will forever reman the disgrace of the great codition government in Bonn that it
goproved dl the crimes of the United States government as part of the American
globd strategy and what is a thousand times worse, participates in them.”**®® By
caming tha Bonn supported and participated in crimes such as racism, the SED
was able to further reinquish responghbility for the divison of Germany. They
clamed it was the crimind West Geman dae that was responsble for the
problems between the two countries.

The aggressive gods of the ruling party in the FRG, the commitment

of their politicd power to undermining and liquidating the worker-

pessant date in the GDR, meke it clear that an understanding

between the GDR and the FRG regarding the steps towards a united

peaceful country require the dimination of aggressve imperidist
power by West Germany.1%*

189 'Wiesich die Bilder gleichen,“ ND, 31 June, 1963, 1.
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The GDR was avictim of thisimperidism.

Another dlement that connected the Nazi regime with the United States
was the way the SED focused on the American police in its reports. The police
were an agent of the state and smilarly to the Nazi regime, were used by the Sate
in order to further its racist policies. Titles of Neues Deutschland articles reveded
the terror and racism of the police “U.S. Police Shoot a Negroes™% “U.S.
Police Beat Negro Children”!%® “Police terror stirs Harlem's Negroes”®* Recist
riots againgt blacks in cities like New York, Chicago, Detroit and Newark in the
summer of 1964 received condderable atention. Just as the Nazi soldiers
murdered people, so did the U.S. police. “Every second policeman in the areais a
neurotic murderer.”'% These accusations were mostly true and were based off of
red events. Highlighting the inhumanity of the police, an agency of the date, and
focusng soldy on the terror was another way the SED judtified its cam that the
United States was afascist country.

The escdation anti-U.S. rhetoric by the SED was a result of the
internationd  Stuation. The Cold War was intendfying and the U.S. was making
progress with civil rights. Both of these developments had to be dedt with by the
SED in order to legitimize its ideology. Using rhetoric the SED worked to prove
the supremacy of communism and the victory of SED anti-racism in the
internationd redm agang the growing drength of western democracy and

capitalisn. The SED used datic rhetoric to try and portray the world as

192 'U.S. Polizei schiefit auf Neger,* ND, 25 Sept, 1957, 5.
193« .S, Polizisten foltern Negerkinder,” ND, 9 July, 1963, 1.
194 Polizeiterror erregt Harlems Neger, ND, 23 July, 1964, 1.
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changdess. This portrayd of the world enabled the SED to deny problems that
put its legitimacy and success in question.
3.4 The American Side of the Story

SED palitics and rhetoric were greetly defined by the Cold War. The SED
had to legitimize communign, the divison of Geamany and its anti-fascist
ideology. In attacking the U.S, the SED was successful in pointing out the
hypocrisy in U.S. foreign and nationd palitics. In response, the U.S. was forced to
answer these clams of hypocrisy and legitimize its own palitics. Unlike the GDR,
the U.S. could not cover up mgor societd or political problems and could not
amplify its palitics with one dictated platform. As in the GDR, race played a
ggnificant role in U.S. domestic and foreign politics and helped to crested an
interdependent relationship between the two politics. This section provides a
deeper andyss of race and raciam in the Cold War and how racism was
sgnificant for the politics of both camps.

During the Cold Wa raciam and civil rights were important for both
American domedtic and foreign politics. With increesng power and influence in
the world, the U.S. was being looked to as an example of certain ideds and it
became clear that racism caused a dilemma for Americals internationa success,
Presdent Hary Truman recognized the conflict of inequdity in America and
became known as the presdent who findly put civil rights firmly on the naiond
agenda, both in domestic and foreign poalitics. “The free people of the world look
to us for support in maintaining their freedoms. If we fdter in our leadership, we

may endanger the peace of the world- and we shdl surely endanger the wefare of
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this Nation.”*°® However, racid issues were not only a topic on Truman's political
agenda, but they dso influenced the outcome of the agenda through the persond
bias of many politicians. The Truman adminidration’s polices were prime
examples of the role that race played in American adminidrations, dl the way
through the presdency of dJmmy Carter. While the Truman adminigtration did not
explicitly characterize its foreign policies based on race, the distrust that it had of
partticular racid and ethnic groups and the blatant racism in the persond lives of
U.S. officids prove the influence that race and racism had on the adminidraion’s
foreign policy.

Americds categorization of the world by race is one example of how
racid pregudice influenced U.S. government policy. This influence can be seen in
the rhetoric used by the government to explan its fight aganst communism.
George Kennan,*®’ the author of the Containment Doctrine in 1946, explained that
a mgor root of Soviet despotism and tyramy was its Adan identity. “It was Ada
and ‘Adanness that had done so much to corrupt the hedthier, ‘European,
edements of Russan life and character [...] and tha now made it imperative to
contain the USSR within its own boundaries”*®® According to Kennan and his
followers, communism was not a condruct of the Enlightenment that had been
implemented in an increasingly totditarian form. It was an inevitable result of the

Adan race.

196 Mary Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights, 27.
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In addition to racism in politica rhetoric, there were three other \enuesin
which American racism was agpparent. The firg place was Washington D.C,,
where vidtors could not hep but notice racid discrimination. Foreign vigtors
with dark skin often experienced discrimination, such as being barred from esting
in restaurants and riding on public transportation. The second venue was in New
York, an American city known globdly as the city of immigrants and the home of
the United Nations. Discrimingtion in an internationa city like New York was a
great embarrassment and danger to the U.S. With the commitment of adl UN
member dates to racid equdity embodied in the UN Charter and the Universa
Declaation of Human Rights, U.S. officas feared potentid UN involvement in
human rights issues within the United States Presidents during the 1950's
through the 1970's had to make extra efforts to ensure the safety and comfort of
foregn diplomats with skin color other than white. Americans traveing oversess
presented the third display. Discrimination and racism within U.S. military ranks
was a srong tdltale abroad, as were U.S. missons in Panama, the Caribbean
idands, Ada and Africa Here locas were often treated with disrespect and
intolerance. This kind of behavior was not expected from a country fighting
globaly for democracy and human rights. Racism was an American ambassador
al over theworld and put U.S. foreign policy in jeopardy.

Because of internationd attention to U.S. racid problems, the government
had to formulate various responses and explanatiions, many of which were not
well accepted on the internationd playing fied. Its standard explanation for

events such as race riots, lynchings and segregation was that these events were
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regiond and declining phenomena in the United States and that because of the
federd system, the nationd government lacked the power to intervene in order to
sop such bigotry. However, it was clear to American politicians, as well as to
foreign governments, that the excuse was a poor one.

Another tactic used by the government was to put events in the United
States in pergpective with difficulties that other nations faced. In particular, the
criss in September 1957 in Little Rock, Arkansas provided an opportunity to
compare the United States with Cold War adversaries.

In the U.S, nationd authority is being used not to suppress

individud equdity and freedom but to uphold them. In the Little

Rock incident nationd authority has been invoked to maintan equd

rights of a minority. In the Soviet Union naiond authority has been

repeatedly invoked to suppress the rights of minorities'%°
This accusation held great truth and provides evidence of similar tactics used by
the Ea and West to legitimize ther governments while trying to deegitimize
ther enemy. However, this tactic dso gave the communids more ammunition
because they identified these clams as desperate atempts to ‘whitewash' the
redity and severity of the American socid and political scene.

Recid issues played a dgnificant role in U.S. foreign policy during the
Cold War. U.S. pdlitics not only had to defend what went on a home, but they
adso had to dtruggle to secure influence abroad where communism threatened U.S.
interests. The U.S. implemented certain tactics, such as focusng on problems
with the enemy and highlighting progress with the civil rights movement, yet

politicians gill sruggled againgt national and foreign accusaions and againgt their

199 Mary Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights, 143.
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own pregudices. The sgnificance of race and raciam in U.S. domegtic and foreign
policy mirrors its sgnificance in SED policy during the Cold War. The nationd
and foreign politics of both camps included racism and prgudice and both camps
had to find ways to legitimize ther policies agang accusaions of hypocrisy.
Even with the many basc differences between the East and the West, racism
made the foreign and domedtic politics of both camps during the Cold War

interdependent.
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Conclusion
Racism in the GDR: The Lasting | mpact

The German Democratic Republic was proclaimed on October 7, 1949 in
response to the credtion of the Federd Republic of Germany on May 23, 1949.
The two dates quickly became enemies as Cold War politics predetermined the
direction of ther policies. Because East Germany had been occupied by the
Soviet Union after World War 11, it became bound to Russan Cold War palitics,
while the FRG fallowed the influence and palitics of the United States. The GDR
was crested as a German communist state that declared itsdf to be the antithess
of the Third Reich: anti-fascist, anti-colonial, democratic and socidist. This was a
hoax. The totditarian regime, run by the Socidig Unity Paty, carefully
formulated its rhetoric and policies in order to promote this illuson, but the
illuson did not solve some of the mgor socid problems in the GDR. Officids
from the Nazi ea remaned influentid; anti-Semitism was replaced with anti-
Zionism; the SED refused to recognize Jewish identity; dl publications and
broadcasts were censored and public didogue was forced to reman within the
confines of government ideology. These contradictions, however, only mark the
surface of the conflicts between racism and government ideology in the GDR and
the effect these conflicts had on domestic and foreign policy.

In atempting to legitimize its rule the SED denied the exigence of racid
problems in the GDR, promoted solidarity with al communists and peoples from
colonized countries and accused its enemies of racism and fascism. The
relationship, however, between the government, the citizens and racism had many

layers that contained sgnificant contradictions. Many of these contradictions can
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be seen in the politica programs sponsored by the SED, which included guest
worker programs and student exchanges. These programs were formed to prove
the solidarity, anti-colonidism and anti-racism of the GDR.

The fird important group of foregners to arive in East Germany
comprised of Savs. Soviet soldiers occupied eastern Germany after World War |1
and dayed even after the formation of the GDR. Violent conflicts between East
Germans and Soviet soldiers increased the aready present racist sentiment and
led to the segregation of Soviets in East Germany. While the SED was declaring
the Soviet Union to be the liberator and best friend of the GDR, persona contact
between Soviets and East Germans proved to be problematic. Guest workers from
Poland and Eastern Europe made up another important group of foreigners in the
GDR who were victims of the SED’s hypocrisy. Anti-Slav stereotypes left over
from the Nazi era marked the rdationships between East Germans and Slavs and
adso resulted in violence. This grass-roots racism, however, was denied by the
SED and left to grow Declarations of friendship between East Germany and
Savic countries were presented by the SED.

A third important group of foreigners condsted of non-European workers
who came to the GDR as contract workers from southeast Asia, Africa and South
America. These workers were guaranteed adequate housing, training, jobs that
would hedp ther domestic economies and opportunities to receive college
degress. Ingtead, guest workers lived as indentured laborers in  fenced-off
complexes outsde East German cities. The persona and socid needs of the

workers were not atended to and they were drictly forbidden to have any
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unoffidd contact with East Germans. Foreign exchange sudents aso suffered
from government regulations. They were not alowed to associate with East
German students, they were housed separately and they were not dlowed to leave
their designated cities.

Jews are a fourth example of a group of people that the SED clamed to
support and treat equdly, but who were ultimatey discriminated againgt by
government policies. The word ‘Jew’ was consdered taboo. The fate of Jews
under Nazism was not a topic in public discourse. No acknowledgment of the past
took place and ingead of recognizing Jews as victims of fasciam, the SED
characterized dl Eas Germans as victims. These policies hindered the &bility of
East German Jews to publicly tak about ther heritage and incorporate Jewish
tradition into therr lives

Beddes promoting anti-racism and solidarity in its politicd programs, the
SED used education and public speeches to indoctrinate its citizens. In school
each subject was formulated to teach school children about communist ideology.
Children were taught that communists were free from responghility for Nazism
because they had fought againg the Nazis and had been victims of fascism. They
were told that they were friends with the Poles, Viethamese and Mozambicans
and that ther best friends were the Russians who had saved them from Nazi rule.
The United States and the FRG were racidt, fascist countries and were ther
enemies. These same themes ran throughout public speeches by GDR officids,
who rdied on datc, formulaic rhetoric to explan every domedic and

internationd gtuation.
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The hypocriticd and totditarian politics of the SED had an unintended
effect on its citizens. For the mogt pat East Germans distrusted their government,
resented many of its policies and looked for ways to disassociate themselves from
government policy and ideology. The SED’s propaganda, which dictated who
were friends and who were foe, could be easily reversed by East Germans in an
attempt to defy the SED. Indead of believing that Slavs and Africans were ther
socidist brothers, East Germans could see them as agents of the SED who were
undeservingly taking East German money and goods and receving Specid
bendfits. Interviews and memoirs by foreigners in the GDR and by GDR citizens
reved this racism which was tolerated and promoted by SED propaganda and
palitics.

Anti-fascisn  was another key theme in SED rhetoric tha was
characterized by contradiction and racism. The concept was dso referred to as
anti-capitalism and was used by the SED to support the GDR's foreign policy in
the Cold War as a member of the eastern camp. The SED claimed that American
capitdism was a racigt, imperid force that was spreading throughout the world
and endangering the GDR's efforts to gpread socialism and peace. Neues
Deutschland gave extensve coverage to the racid violence and discriminaion in
the United States and to Americas hypocritica politics. These attacks on the
United States show the role that racism played not only in the domedtic ad
foreign policy of the communig camp, but dso in the politics of the Wed.

Because of communigt accusations of hypocrisy and illegitimacy, the American
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government had to find ways to judify and legitimize its own domegic and
foreign politics that were ridden by racism.

The cvil rights movement in America was depicted as a brother
movement to Eag German communism in dtacking capitdig  injudice and
exploitation. East German anti-racis  ideology, however, was fundamentdly
different from the civil rights movement in the United States America is a
democracy where the government represents the ideds, prgudices and politics of
its people. The avil rights movement was a movement founded primarily by
black Americans againg white American supremacism. Anti-racism in the GDR
transpired from the SED’s totditarian dictatorship, which was removed from its
citizens and from redity. The SED clamed to be omniscient and to have policies
which were direct results of absolute truth.  This clam, however, did not keep
GDR citizens from rgecting SED rhetoric and seeing the West as better than the
Eas. The 25 million people who left East Germany between 1949 and 1962,
when the Belin Wal was built, are a testament to the falure of the SED in
connecting GDR citizens with its ideology. Racism and anti-racism in America
were both citizens movements, wheress in the GDR anti-racism  and
internationdis  solidarity were in large pat hypocriticd, indncere bureaucratic
movements.

On November 9, 1989 the Berlin Wal fdl. A year later East and West
Germany were united. The integration of communis East Germany into cepitdist
West Germany has proven to be a difficult task. For many East Germans

reunification symbolized the occupation of East Germany by West Germany. The
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socidist system that East Germans had known for 40 years was abolished and
replaced with the capitdist syslem of the West. After reunification problems arose
patidly from the politicd tradition of resstance agans the government in East
Germary. Many GDR citizens had a very cynicd view of government and
resded its ideology. The East Germans druggled with trusting the new West
German government because its anti-racist rhetoric was so Smilar to that of the
GDR and because the policies that the FRG forced upon the new German States
caused economic and politicd problems for East Germans. Unemployment in
Eas Germany rose dgnificantly, the currency changed and their political system
was dissolved.

In addition to political problems, socid unrest laid Sege to Germany after
reunification. Many Easgt Germans fdt that ther economic Studions were being
put in even grester danger by the large number of foreign immigrants in Germany.
The racism that had been cultivated in East Germany intendfied as East Germans
came in contact with large numbers of ‘foreign’ citizens and guest workers from
Wes Germany. Many blamed foreigners for Germany’s economic problems,
which added fud to politicd movements driven by xenophobia and racism. The
Eat Geman neo-Nazi movements of the 1980s grew dggnificantly after
reunification, as disaffected East German teenagers used racism as an answer to
their problems. Violent atacks agangt foreigners increased, with hundreds of
violent crimes occurring between 1990 and 1992. These attacks were largely
concentrated in the new eastern German states. This use of racism as an answer to

socid and political problems can be linked to the nationd and foreign policies of
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the SED and its anti-racist rhetoric. The raciam that was tolerated and fostered by
the SED helped prepare the ground for the development of racist political groups.
The dgnificance of changing nationd and foreign politics of the 1970s and 1980s,
which hdped spur the rise of neo-Nazi groups in Germany, should not be
disregarded. However, the anti-racism of SED rhetoric tolerated and promoted
racism throughout the exigence of the GDR. It lad the foundation for the revivd
of racigt politicd movements and contributed greatly to socid problems with

which German is struggling today.
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