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Ordinance No. C35167 
 

 AN ORDINANCE relating to use of immigration status information; adopting a 
new section 3.10.050 to chapter 3.10 of the Spokane Municipal Code. 
 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City Council to codify in the Spokane Municipal 
Code provisions pertaining to the current Spokane Police Department policies and 
procedures related to use of immigration status information; and  

WHEREAS, all individuals, regardless of their immigration status, must feel 
secure that contacting law enforcement will not make them vulnerable to deportation as 
set forth in Spokane Police Department Policy Manual No. 428.4; and  

WHEREAS, unless immigration status is relevant to another criminal offense or 
investigation, the fact that an individual is suspected of being an undocumented alien 
shall not be the sole basis for contact, detention, or arrest as set forth in Spokane Police 
Department Policy Manual No. 428.3.1; and  

WHEREAS, the immigration status of individuals alone is generally not a matter 
for police action. It is incumbent upon all employees of this department to make a 
personal commitment to equal enforcement of the law and equal service to the public 
regardless of immigration status. Confidence in this commitment will increase the 
effectiveness of the City of Spokane in protecting and serving the entire community as 
set forth in Spokane Police Department Policy Manual No. 428.1; - - Now, Therefore,  

  
 The City of Spokane does ordain: 
 
 Section 1. That there is adopted a new section 3.10.050 to chapter 3.10 of the 
Spokane Municipal Code to read as follows: 

 

3.10.050  Immigrant Status Information  

A. Unless required by law or court order, no Spokane City officer or employee shall 
inquire into the immigration status of any person, or engage in activities designed 
to ascertain the immigration status of any person.  

B. Spokane Police Department officers shall have reasonable suspicion to believe a 
person has been previously deported from the United States, is again present in 
the United States, and is committed or has committed a felony criminal-law 
violation before inquiring into the immigration status of an individual. 
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C. The Spokane Police Department shall not investigate, arrest, or detain an 
individual based solely on immigration status.  

D. The Spokane Police Department shall maintain policies consistent with this 
section. 

 
PASSED by the City Council on       ____. 
 
 
              
       Council President 
 
 
Attest:       Approved as to form: 
 
 
              
City Clerk      Assistant City Attorney 
 
 
              
Mayor       Date 
 
              
       Effective Date 
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