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STATEMENT CLARIFYING MPD POLICY WITH RESPECT TO
COLLABORATION WITH FEDERAU IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES

The purpose of I :s statement is to clarify the conditions under which the Metropolitan Police Department
collaborates with ‘ederal immigration authorities. I am issuing this statcment because Latino community
leaders have pointzd out to me that MPD’s occasional collaboration with federal immigration authorities has
led some leaders t3 believe that the MPD has gone back on its policy with respect to the enforcemeni of civil
immigration laws. T would like to state emphatically that this is not the case.

MPD Policy

MPD’s policy with respect to the enforcement of civil immigration laws is very clear: MPD officers are
strictly prohibited from making inquiries into citizenship or residency status for the purpose of determining
whether an indivi:ual has violated the civil immigration laws or for the purpose of enforcing those laws. In
other words, the M PD is not in the business of inquiring about the residency status of the people we serve and
is not in the busin: ss of enforcing civil immigration laws.

The reasoning bel: .nd this policy is straightforward: Our department is responsible for providing police
services to everycnie in the District of Columbia — cqually, fairly, and justly. To help carry out that mission,
we have adopted i strategy of conununity policing — of police and residents working together to fight crime in
a parmership of codperation, respecy, and trust. If some of our residents are reluctant to interact with the
police, because th2y fear we are there 10 enforce civil immigration 1aws, then all hopes for partnership and
cooperation are lost, and what really suffers the most is the safety of entire communitics,

MPD Collubarat )i with Federa) Immigration Authorities

Criminal Enforceiment Operations

While MPD’s poli:y against inquiring about immigration status 18 clear and strong, our Department is
obligated to provids Iimited support to federal immigration authoritics when they conduct criminal law
enforcement operzions in the District of Columbia. This does not accur very often, as federal immigration
authorities are mo.tly involved in the enforcement of civil immigration laws. But federal immigration
authorities are sontztimes involved in enforcing criminal laws that are related to immigration, such as those
seeking to control the production and sale of falsified immigration documents and identification cards. When
this ocours, and MI’D assistance is requested, MPD noimally provides the police support requested or needed
Ly the federal agensy. This support includes investigational support, traffic control, crowd control, and
transportation supy drt.

MPD rccognizes that, when federal immigrarion officials are involved, ¢ven operations intended to serve as
criminal law enforc ement operations may involve a civil immigration enforcemient component, In other
words, once imunig; ation officials are involvid in arrests or a search or similar actions, they may make
inquiries into imm{ zration status and detain individuals purely on civil immigration violations. Thus, when
MPD and immigralion officials work collaboratively on criminal law enforcement operations that result in
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searches, arrests :r other similar actions, taken within the jurisdiction of Washington, DC, MPD will take all
necessary precaut ons to ensure that MPD does not become involved in the enforcement of civil immigration
laws. Before any such action takes place, MPD will require that the exact nature of the action be specified
and will set clear parameters for the role that MPD will take in the action. Specifically, MPD will ¢nsure that
it does not becoxy.: directly involved in arrests, searches or other similar actions except where absolutely
necessary to the suiccess of the criminal law enforcement objective. MPD will limit its support to traffic
control, crowd ccinrol, and transportation support when the enforcement action is strictly on civil immigration
laws.

Civil Immigratio.1 Enforcement Operations

In addition, the M_°D is obligated to provide crowd and traffic control at any event that may attract a crowd of
people or affect th: flow of traffic in the Disirict of Columbia. Tlus includes public events such as protest
marcles or demonstrations, block parties and comumunity festivals, and public safety operations, such as fires
and major autonichile accidents, It also includes crowd and traffic control when federal immigration
authorities inform MPD that they will conduct an operation to enforce civi/ immigration laws. MPD’s role in
these actions is to -:nsure the safety of those who live in, work in, or visit the District of Columbia ~ it is not to
facilitate or cnsur: the success of the civil law enforcement action.

For example, if fe: eral immigration authorities request crowd and traffic control services from MPD because
they will conduct : n immigration raid on a District business property, MPD will provide the crowd and traffic
control services, APD will not be involved in identifying or arresting the targets of that operation, or in
conducting or facilitating the operation itself in any way. MPD's role will be limited to protecting the
public’s safety while the operation is underway.

Communication

Because MPD tak:s very seriously its conumitment to the comniunity to avoid any actual or apparent
involvement with i nmigration authorities in the enforcement of civil immigration laws, MPD will issue a
media communication explaining the operation and the nature of MPD’s role after any action that involves
both MPD and imnugration officials.

Conclusion

The MPD remains ;onunitted 10 its strong and consistent policy with respect to the enforcement of eivil
immigration laws. Officers ave prohibited from making inquiries into citizenship or residency status for the
purpose of determuning whether an individual has violated the civil immigration laws or for the purpose of
enforcing those lavs, Any violations of that policy will not be tolerated.

MPD’s collaborati:n with federal immigration authoritics in the enforcement of eriminal laws related to
immigration, and i the provision of crowd and traffic control when they seck to enforce ¢ivi/ immigration
laws, is not a violat on of MPD policy. Such limited actions only reflect MPD’s responsibility to enforce
local and federal ¢ 'minal laws, and to protect the satety and welfare of those who live in, work in, or visit the
city. MPD remain; steadfast in its commitment to serve everyone in the District of Columbia, regardless of
their immigration s1atus, and its comumitment to prohibit the involvement of MPD personnel in the

entorcement of civil immigration laws.

Charles 1. Ramsey
Chief of Police






