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Resolution from Alderpersons Castro, James, M. Smith, Colon, Bauer, Santiago, K. Jones, Rodriguez and 
Perez calling upon the administration of Connecticut Governor Dannel Malloy to refuse to honor administrative 
detainers issued under the Secure Communities program except in the case of a person who has been 
identified as a confirmed match in the FBl's terrorist screening database or convicted of a serious violent 
criminal offense and requesting the assistance of the Connecticut Congressional Delegation and the Mayor in 
reviewing and educating residents about the impact of the program. 
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.. body 
WHEREAS, the City of New Haven seeks to foster an atmosphere where all residents feel as welcomed and 
valued individuals with the knowledge that both rights and responsibilities are placed upon all which live in our 
city; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government created the Secure Communities program in 2008 as a tool in the 
identification and deportation of non-citizens who had been convicted of violent crimes; and 

WHEREAS, what was once a voluntary program which sought partnerships with states and municipalities has 
now become embroiled in controversy and will become mandatory across America in 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program compels local law enforcement agencies and personnel to aid in 
the round-up and deportation of immigrants, even non-dangerous, non-violent persons who do not fit federal 
immigration priorities; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program is active in Fairfield County in the State of Connecticut and 
recognizing that from June 29, 2010 to September 30, 2011, the majority of individuals removed by the 
Department of Homeland Security under Secure Communities in Fairfield County either had no criminal record 
or were minor offenders; and 

WHEREAS, cities, counties and state governments all across America are refusing to participate in the 
program or are resisting the program because Secure Communities undermine community policing; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program is in direct opposition to, and appears to invalidate, the New 
Haven Police Department General Order 06-02, which limits police questioning regarding immigration issues 
and routine enforcement of civil immigration laws; and 

WHEREAS, police departments across the nation argue that the program promotes racial stereo-typing, has a 
negative effect on immigrant populations, and reduces an immigrant's willingness to report crimes; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program disregards what has been a right and prerogative of local 
government: to decide for itself how to ensure public safety for all its residents and practice effective community 
based policing; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security's Task Force on Secure Communities ("OHS Task Force") 
has found that "local law enforcement agencies cooperating with Immigration and Customs Enforcement or 
participating in Secure Communities may be viewed as immigration agents" by the communities they police and 
consequently "may have a harmful impact on the ability of police to build strong relationships with immigrant 
communities and engage in community policing, thereby negatively impacting public safety and possibly 
national security"; and 

WHEREAS, immigration detainers are mere administrative requests that impose significant costs upon the 
State, have serious constitutional problems, and lack sufficient authorization by federal statute. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen calls upon the administration of 
Connecticut Governor Dannel Malloy to refuse to honor administrative detainers issued under the Secure 
Communities program except in the case of a person who has been identified as a confirmed match in the 
FBl's terrorist screening database or convicted of a serious violent criminal offense; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen requests the assistance of the New Haven 
State Delegation in any efforts to have the State refuse to honor detainers issued under the Secure 
Communities program; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen calls upon the Connecticut Congressional 
Delegation to review the effect of the Secure Communities program on immigrant populations, costs to 
taxpayers and the program's impact on local policing of affected populations; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen requests the Mayor and his offices to 
educate city residents about Secure Communities and to advocate against the program not just in New Haven, 
but statewide. 
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Resolution from Alderpersons Castro, James, M. Smith, Colon, 
Bauer, Santiago, K. Jones, Rodriguez and Perez calling upon the 
administration of Connecticut Governor Dannel Malloy to refuse to 
honor administrative detainers issued under the Secure 
Communities program except in the case of a person who has been 
identified as a confirmed match in the FBl's terrorist screening 
database or convicted of a serious violent criminal offense and 
requesting the assistance of the Connecticut Congressional 
Delegation and the Mayor in reviewing and educating residents 
about the impact of the program. 

WHEREAS, the City of New Haven seeks to foster an atmosphere where all residents feel 
as welcomed and valued individuals with the knowledge that both rights and 
responsibilities are placed upon all which live in our city; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government created the Secure Communities program in 2008 as 
a tool in the identification and deportation of non-citizens who had been convicted of 
.violent crimes; and 

WHEREAS, what was once a voluntary program which sought partnerships with states 
and-municipalities has now become embroiled in controversy and will become mandatory 
across America in 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program compels local law enforcement agencies 
and personnel to aid in the round-up and deportation of immigrants, even non-dangerous, 
non-violent persons who do not fit federal immigration priorities; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program is active in Fairfield County in the State of 
Connecticut and recognizing that from June 29, 2010 to September 30, 2011, the majority 
of individuals removed by the Department of Homeland Security under Secure 
Communities in Fairfield County either had no criminal record or were minor offenders; 
and 

WHEREAS, cities, counties and state governments all across America are refusing to 
participate in the program or are resisting the program because Secure Communities 
undermine community policing; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program is in direct opposition to, and appears to 
invalidate, the New Haven Police Department General Order 06-02, which limits police 
questioning regarding immigration issues and routine enforcement of civil immigration 
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laws; and 

WHEREAS, police departments across the nation argue that the program promotes racial 
stereo-typing, has a negative effect on immigrant populations, and reduces an immigrant's 
willingness to report crimes; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program disregards what has been a right and 
prerogative of local government to decide for itself how to ensure public safety for all its 
residents and practice effective community based policing; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security's Task Force on Secure Communities 
("OHS Task Force") has found that "local law enforcement agencies cooperating with 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement or participating in Secure Communities may be 
viewed as immigration agents" by the communities they police and consequently "may 
have a harmful impact on the ability of police to build strong relationships with immigrant 
communities and engage in community policing, thereby negatively impacting public safety 
and possibly national security"; and 

WHEREAS, immigration detainers are mere administrative requests that impose 
significant costs upon the State, have serious constitutional problems, and lack sufficient 
authorization by federal statute. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen calls upon the 
administration of Connecticut Governor Dannel Malloy to refuse to honor administrative 
detainers issued under the Secure Communities program except in the case of a person 
who has been identified as a confirmed match in the FBl's terrorist screening database or 
-convicted of a serious violent criminal offense; and 

!3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen requests the assistance 
of the New Haven State Delegation in any efforts to have the State refuse to honor 
detainers issued under the Secure Communities program; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen calls upon the 
Connecticut Congressional Delegation to review the effect of the Secure Communities 
program on immigrant populations, costs to taxpayers and the program's impact on local 
policing of affected populations; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen requests the Mayor and 
his offices to educate city residents about Secure Communities and to advocate against 
the program not just in New Haven, but statewide. • 
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CITY OF NEW HA VEN 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

165 Church Street 
New Haven, Connecticut 06510 

(203) 946-6483 

March 5, 2012 

TO: Board of Aldermen 
FROM: Aldermen Jorge Perez, Sergio Rodriguez, and Brian Wingate 
RE: Motion to Discharge - Secure Communities Resolution. 

Honorable Colleagues, we respectfully present this motion to discharge from the 
Joint Committee on Public Safety and Human Services for immediate consideration 
by the full Board of Aldermen the following legislative matter: 

From Alderpersons Castro, James, M. Smith, Colon, Bauer, Santiago, K. Jones, 
Rodriguez and Perez submitting a resolution calling upon the administration of 
Connecticut Governor Dannel Malloy to refuse to honor administrative detainers issued 
under the Secure Communities program except in the case of a person who has been 
identified as a confirmed match in the FBl's terrorist screening database or convicted of 
a serious violent criminal offense and requesting the assistance of the Connecticut 
Con.gressional Delegation and the Mayor in reviewing and educating residents about the 
impact of the program. 

This item was submitted to the Board of Aldermen on December 5, 2011. It received a 
well-attended and informative public hearing at the Christopher Columbus Academy on 
December 14, 2011. An overwhelming majority of the citizens and alderpersons present 
strongly supported this resolution. 

At the time, the joint committee decided not to act on the resolution, and hold additional 
hearings to continue to bring attention to and educate people on the Secure 
Communities program. 

However, since the federal government has decided to implement Secure Communities, 
this resolution has become time-sensitive. 

We are grateful for your support. 



.. title 
RESOLUTION FROM ALDERPERSONS CASTRO, JAMES, M. SMITH, COLON, 
BAUER, SANTIAGO, K. JONES, RODRIGUEZ AND PEREZ CALLING UPON THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF CONNECTICUT GOVERNOR DANNEL MALLOY TO REFUSE 
TO HONOR ADMINISTRATIVE DETAINERS ISSUED UNDER THE SECURE 
COMMUNITIES PROGRAM EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN 
IDENTIFIED AS A CONFIRMED MATCH IN THE FBl'S TERRORIST SCREENING 
DATABASE OR CONVICTED OF A SERIOUS VIOLENT CRIMINAL OFFENSE AND 
REQUESTING THE ASSISTANCE OF THE CONNECTICUT CONGRESSIONAL 
DELEGATION AND THE MAYOR IN REVIEWING AND EDUCATING RESIDENTS 
ABOUT THE IMPACT OF THE PROGRAM. CALLING UPON THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF CONNECTICUT GOVERNOR DANNEL MALLOY TO REFUSE TO HONOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE DETAINERS ISSUED UNDER THE SECURE COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAM EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS 
A CONFIRMED MATCH IN THE FBl'S TERRORIST SCREENING DATABASE OR 
CONVICTED OF A SERIOUS VIOLENT CRIMINAL OFFENSE AND REQUESTING 
THE ASSISTANCE OF THE CONNECTICUT CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION AND 
THE MAYOR IN REVIEWING AND EDUCATING RESIDENTS ABOUT THE IMPACT 
OF THE PROGRAM . 

.. body 
WHEREAS, the City of New Haven seeks to foster an atmosphere where all residents 
feel as welcomed and valued individuals with the knowledge that both rights and 
responsibilities are placed upon all which live in our city; and 

WHEREAS, the federal government created the Secure Communities program in 2008 
as a tool in the identification and deportation of non-citizens who had been convicted of 
violent crimes; and 

WHEREAS, what was once a voluntary program which sought partnerships with states 
and municipalities has now become embroiled in controversy and will become 
mandatory across America in 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program compels local law enforcement agencies 
and personnel to aid in the round-up and deportation of immigrants, even non­
dangerous, non-violent persons who do not fit federal immigration priorities; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program is active in Fairfield County in the State of 
Connecticut and recognizing that from June 29, 2010 to September 30, 2011, the 
majority of individuals removed by the Department of Homeland Security under Secure 
Communities in Fairfield County either had no criminal record, were minor offenders, or 
were held solely for immigration-related offenses; and 

WHEREAS, cities, counties and state governments all across America are refusing to 
participate in the program or are resisting the program because Secure Communities 
undermine community policing; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program is in direct opposition to, and appears to 
invalidate, the New Haven Police Department General Order 06-02, which limits police 
questioning regarding immigration issues and routine enforcement of civil immigration 
laws; and 



WHEREAS, police departments across the nation argue that the program promotes 
racial stereo-typing, has a negative effect on immigrant populations, and reduces an · 
immigrant's willingness to report crimes; and 

WHEREAS, the Secure Communities program disregards what has been a right and 
prerogative of local government: to decide for itself how to ensure public safety for all its 
residents and practice effective community based policing; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen calls upon the 
administration of Connecticut Governor Dannel Malloy to refuse to honor orders of 
detainment issued administratively under the Secure Communities program,; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen requests the 
assistance of the New Haven State Delegation in any efforts to have the State refuse 
participation in Secure Communities orders of detainment; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen calls upon the 
Connecticut Congressional Delegation to review the effect of the Secure Communities 
program on immigrant populations, costs to taxpayers and the program's impact on local 
policing of affected populations; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the New Haven Board of Aldermen requests the Mayor 
and his offices to educate city residents about Secure Communities and to advocate 
against the program not just in New Haven, but statewide. 
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Mayor's Monday Message

Dear Friends:

Here in New Haven, we are proud of our “firsts.” We are the birthplace of pizza, the hamburger, even Frisbee. But
last week we made national headlines for a “first” that has the ability to truly transform the futures of children in
school districts across America: our constructive and collaborative teacher evaluation model.

Last Thursday, New York Times columnist Nick Kristof referred to our teacher evaluation system as “enormous
progress” and called New Haven “ground zero for school reform in America.” New Haven’s ability to build a
comprehensive and transformative School Change and teacher evaluation model in collaboration with our teachers
union broke new ground in the national school reform effort. Kristof’s column proved prescient when late Thursday
New York City broke through a contentious stalemate with its teachers union by adopting portions of our teacher
evaluation model.

While it is gratifying to see New Haven School Change recognized on a national stage, it is even more gratifying to
see the success of our teacher evaluation model played out in classrooms throughout the district. Last year, 34
teachers, some tenured, exited the district after our evaluation system identified that they were not adequately
serving our students. Even more importantly, teachers throughout the district picked up their game. When given
constructive feedback and support, teachers made dramatic improvements.

Change cannot happen overnight and we still have challenges ahead, but I am confident that through New Haven
School Change we are improving the lives of our students. And as more districts turn to our effort as a template for
constructive, collaborative reform, New Haven School Change now has the opportunity to transform educational
opportunities for students nationwide. If you haven’t seen first hand the transformations taking place in the New
Haven Public Schools, I encourage you to visit a school and see for yourself.

Other New Haven Firsts

There are too many New Haven Firsts to name, but here are a few good ones:

• First Sulfur Matches (1835)

• First Medical Diploma (1729)

• First College Football Game (1872)

• First Formal Basketball Game (1895)

• First Rubber Boots (1843)

• First Automatic Revolver (1836)

• First Telephone Book (1878)

• First Spring Tape Measure (1868)

• First Hamburger (1900)

• First Lollipop (1892)

• First Frisbee (1920)

• First Pizza (1900)

• First Live College Mascot, Handsome Dan (1889)

• First Newborn Intensive Care Unit (1960)

Secure Communities Operational on Wednesday

We learned last week that the federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency will implement their so­called
Secure Communities program in Connecticut this Wednesday. Make no mistake, this misguided and mishandled
program will not make New Haven or Connecticut more secure, nor will it help build a healthy community.

Yesterday, I joined Police Chief Dean Esserman, Yale Law School students, members of the Board of Aldermen,
state representatives, and dozens of immigration advocates in calling on the federal government to delay
implementation of this un­American program until it can address major concerns identified in its own program
review. I have also called on Governor Malloy to distinguish between serious offenders and low­level offenders in
honoring detainers issued through this problematic program.

Secure Communities is a federal program that compels local law enforcement agencies to assist in the detention
and deportation of undocumented immigrants. In practice elsewhere, this program has not distinguished between
non­violent, largely law­abiding immigrants and those involved in the violent and illegal activities that have
historically been priorities for immigration officials.

This program is counterproductive to the relationships our police department has attempted to establish within
immigrant communities, and essentially invalidates our police order that limits police questioning regarding
immigration status during routine law enforcement.

New Haven Resident Job Fair

I am proud to announce that we prescreened 250 New Haven residents for participation in the New Haven Resident
Job Fair to take place this Thursday, February 23. Over two dozen employers have agreed to participate in the
event. We have had good success at previous job fairs in connecting New Haven residents to employment
opportunities, and I am confident that this event will yield similarly positive results. Check out this great story by Bill
Kaempffer of the New Haven Register featuring success stories from the October Re­Entry Job Fair.

Electronics Recycling Collection

The City will be hosting an electronics recycling collection event on Sunday, February 26 in collaboration with
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CitySeed and the Westville Renaissance Alliance. From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., you can bring any recyclable electronics
to the Edgewood Park Farmer’s Market at the corner of Whalley Avenue and West Rock Avenue. Accepted
materials include televisions, monitors, computers, printers, fax machines, scanners, keyboards, keyboard mice,
power cords, VCRs, DVD players, DVRs, cable receivers, PDAs, portable digital music players, cell phones,
telephones, and calculators. Light bulbs and batteries will not be accepted at this event.

Flamenco Festival New Haven

Speaking of firsts, the first ever Flamenco Festival New Haven will be held this week and next week at 57 Olive
Street. While most of the events require admission tickets, there will be free community dance classes for beginners
and a film screening. The festival will feature master dance classes and performances from flamenco singers and
dancers, a Persian singer, an Indian gypsy dancer, an oud player, and other artists. For more information, check out
this flyer.

Note: Last week I announced I would be hosting two community budget meetings on February 22 and February 28.
Those meetings have been postponed. New dates will be announced soon.

Contact Name: Elizabeth Benton

Contact Email: ebenton@newhavenct.net

Contact Phone: 203­946­8200

[2/21/2012] 
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