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FILE NO. 012187 

As amended in Committee 1/29/02 
Amendment of the Whole 1/29/02 

ORDINANCE NO. 

[Requiring City departments to accept photo identification cards issued by other countries as 
personal identification if the cards meet certain standards .. ] 

ii, 

issued foreign citizens or nationals if the issuing co1Lmtry authorizes nm use 

card as a passport for re-entry into the issuing country, the card has a photograph 

the person and date of birth, and the process for issuing the card meets standards 

established by the Director of Administratnve Services to ensure accurate identificatiion 

of the person and to discourage fraudulent documents. 

Note: Additions are sinr,le-1111derli11e italics Times New Roman; 
deletions are strikethrough italics Ti111es lVcH' Roman. 
Board amendment additions are double underlined. 
Board amendment deletions are strikethrough normal. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

Section 1. The San Francisco Administrative Code is hereby amended by adding 

Chapter 95, encompassing Section 95.1, to read as follows: 

Cl JAP'f'ER 95 

!DENTIF!CI\TION CARDS 

Sci·. 95. I. (a) When requiring me111/Jers of the public to prr)\lide idcnri[icalion, cue!, Citv 

depurtmcnl shed/ accept as l'ufid iclcnti(!catio11 o[tlll' fJ1Tsm1 c1 photo iclenli/icution cord issued bv 

(lllothl'r cmmtn· to its ciri-::.ens or nationals, if'thc card 111eets the fc;l/owinr; rcquire111e111s .... 

(i) The issuinf!, cmmtrv lllllhori-::,cs tlze use o(//ic L'ord as an alternath·e ro o possmnt i 

.for re-entn' into the issuina count rv: unci 

(ii) lhe card has a plwtor.;mvh olt!ie fJerson and the /Jcrson 's elute o(!Jir!/i; mu/ 
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(iii) The card meets standards established by the Director ofthe Department of 

Administrative Services ("Director") to ensure that (1) the applicant was required to provide 

reliable identifying information in order to obtain the card and (2) the card has features 

reasonablv designed to protect against fraud and counterfeit reproduction. 

(b) The Director shall compile and make readilv available to City departments a list of the 

identification cards and the issuing countries that the Director has determined meet the requirements of 

this Section. Any Citv depart,nent and anv member of the public may request the Director to review an 

identification card for compliance with the requirements of this Section. 

(c) The Director mav issue a waiver from the requirements of this Section based on securitv 

considerations. 

(d) The requirements of this Section do not applv under circumstances where (1) a federal 

or state statute, administrative regulation or directive, or court decision requires the City to obtain 

different identification, (2) a federal or state statute or administrative regulation or directive preempts 

local regulation of identification requirements, or (3) the Citv would be unable to comply with a 

condition imposed by a funding source, which would cause the City to lose funds from that source. 

(e) Nothing in this Section is intended to prohibit Citv departments from ill asking for 

additional information from individuals in order to verifv a current address or other facts that would 

enable the department to ·fulfill its responsibilities, except that this Subsection does not permit the 

department to require additional inf'onnation in order to establish identi{ication o{the person, or (2) 

using fingerprints for identification purposes under circumstances where the department also requires 

fingerp1ints from persons who have a driver's license or State identification card. 

(f) No Citv deoartment is required to accept the identification required bv this Section if it 

23 has reasonable grounds for determining that the identi(zcation card provided b11 an individual is 

24 counterfeit, altered, improoerl-v issued to the card-holder, or othenvise not accurate identi(lcation. 

25 

Supervisor Sandoval 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

/30/2002 
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The head o[each department shall issue appropri(!fe ,wtiftcation and instruction to 

members o{the department o{the requirements o{lhis Section. l[anv person believes that anv o(Ucer 

or emelovec o[the Citv has foiled to co111plv with the requirements o(this Section, the person mar {Ile aj 

comnlainl ·with the Di rec/or. The Director shall i1111estigale the co111plai11t mu/ shall reuort the /i11di11[0_ 

io the appropriate department head. 'Jhe Director slw/1111ake annual reports to the Board o[ 

Supervisors o[ihe number o[cmnplaints received awl the outcome o[lhe i111'estigatio11s. 

(h) Where there is a conflict between this Section and {IIIV provision o[a Citv ordincmce or 

i111ple111entinr; regulatioll in ef[ect at the time that this Section is aprzro11ed, the provisions o[this Section: 

shall prevail. 

(i) In undertaking the odof)tion and en[orccment o{lhis ordinonce, the Citv and Cmmtv is 

assuming an undertakim; onlv to promote the general ivc/[are. it is not ossu111i11r;, nor is it i111posi11r.z 011 

its officers and emf)lovces, w1 ohligation f(;r hread1 o[wl,ich it is liable in monev da11wr;es lo anv 

person who claims that sudz breach proxinwtelv caused iniury. 

J[anv part or provision o[this ,')'ection, or the application t/1erco[to anv person or 

circ11mstmzce, is held invalid, the remainder o(this 5'ection, including the Cl()plication o[such part or 

provision to other persons or circ11111sta11ces, shall not be af[ectcd t/zereh\' and shall continue in fl1ll 

f!1rce mu/ ef[ect. To this rncl, /Jrm'isions o(lhis Section are se1·emhlc. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
LOUISE H. RENNE, City Attorney 

By: 
PAULA ,JESSOl\l 
Deputy City /~Horney 

/.29/02 
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