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My Chemical Romance (MCR) began as a reaction to the tragedies of the September 11
2001 attacks on New York City." They evolved into a band which received international acclaim
for their music and became known for popularizing the “emo” genre globally. As the posterboys
of the emo movement, they became associated with all aspects of emo, their music transcending
audio and becoming a cultural milestone. This effect was only exemplified when they broke up
in 2013, clarifying that “[My Chemical Romance] is not a band- it is an idea.” > However,
despite this break up, their popularity remains as strong as ever as a new generation discovers
their music. This has been shown by their unexpected reunion in October of 2019, where their
reunion show sold out in a matter of minutes® and was live streamed to hundreds of thousands of
fans globally. *

For my thesis, I tried to answer the question: Why is MCR still relevant despite being
inactive for years? I answer this question in two parts: “Band,” or what made their music
longlasting; and “idea,” or their long term societal impact. I conclude that MCR remains relevant

due to a message of hope in a time of existential fear.
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